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ECSAS 2025 Conference Program

October 1st, 13:45-15:45
Panel 90 (HO1): Multisensory Insights into Histories of Anticolonialism
Convenor: Kama Maclean

® Mahruba Mowtushi - "Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra: Regional Dialects and Provincial
Accents in Re-imagining a New Bengali Nation"
Anamitra Ghosh - "Sound as Defiance: A Case of the Radio in British India"
Anik Chattopadhyay - "Mapping Sonographic Resistance: Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro
and the Cultural Politics of the Bangladesh Liberation War"

e Kama Maclean - "The Sound of Silent Film: Newsreels from Bombay, 1929-1930"

Panel 127 (H03): Transforming India: Economics, Infrastructure, and Urban
Development Across Time
Convenor: Nora Warmer

® Ronie Parciack "Between Hostile Temporalities and Threatened Corporeality: New
Urban Landscapes in Delhi"

no

e Nora Warmer "“Modinomics” in speech - Narendra Modi’s portrayal of India in a
politico-economic context”

e Wolfgang-Peter Zingel "The changing role of food in South Asia’s economies

Panel 16 (H04): Unpacking Sanatana Dharma: Genealogies and
Potentialities of a Pliable Concept
Convenors: Daniela Bevilacqua, Vera Lazzaretti

e "

Daniela Bevilacqua - "“We are Sanatani!”. Kinnars’ interpretations of Sanatana Dharma '
Koushiki Dasgupta - "Between Being a Hindu and Becoming a Nationalist: Women as
Custodians and Agents of Sanatan Dharma in the Bharat Sevashram Sangha Discourse"

® Monika Nowakowska - "Why nitya lost to sanatana? - the significant absence of dharma

sanatana in Mimamsa"

Panel 93 (H06): Mantras: Transcultural and Multisensory Perspectives
Convenor: Larios Borayin

® Philip Deslippe - "Mantras and Scientific Affirmations: The Relationship Between Yoga
in the United States and Positive Thinking"
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Borayin Larios - "Skibidi Mantras: Viral Magic, Digital Rituals, and the Playful Evolution
of Sacred Sound"

Shreya Maini - "The English Mantras of Master C.V.V. and The Politics of Language in the
Indian “New Age”"

Raphael Voix - "Mantras and the construction of sectarian boundaries”

Panel 11 (HO7): The Gender of Expertise in and beyond Colonial and
Postcolonial South Asia
Convenors: Maria Framke, Elena Valdameri

Ranjana Saha - "‘Healthiest’ Babies: Gender, Medical Expertise and Mothering Advice in
British India and beyond"

Laura Carballido-Coria - "Women Experts: The Delhi Maternity Conference (1927)"
Elena Valdameri - "Race, culture and the making of ‘natural’ childbirth between colonial
India and Europe"

Maria Framke - "Women, Rural Development and the Question of Expertise in
Postcolonial India: The Case of Dr Krishnabai Nimbkar"

Panel 95 (H08): Governance and Politics in Bangladesh: Navigating
Transformation, Challenges and Opportunities
Convenor: ASM Mostafizur Rahman

Agnieszka Kuszewska-Bohnert - "The European discourses on socio-political dynamics
in Bangladesh since 2024: German, French and Polish perspectives"

ASM Mostafizur Rahman - "Policy Learning in an Emerging Economy: Globalization and
Transformation in Bangladesh"

Prakritee Yonzon "The interpretation of public policy as an exception to the recognition
and enforcement of arbitral awards in South Asia"

Panel 66 (H09): Casteism Across Borders: Diasporic Reproduction of Caste
Discrimination and Anti-Caste Struggles
Convenor: Vikrant Kishore

Uthara Geetha - "Decolonization and Debrahminization: A Dalit Feminist Approach to
Diasporic Literature”

Kavya Harshitha Jidugu - "Transnationalization of Caste: Internationalization of Higher
Education and Dalit Experience in Canadian Higher Education”

Tobias Santosh Grofdmann - "Disrupting Caste through Migration? The Origins of Care
Labour Migration from Kerala (India) to Germany in 1964"

Panel 67 (H10): Marginal Memories: Resistive Expressions of the
Marginalized in South Asia
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Convenor: Pauline Schuster-Lohlau, Yogitha Shetty

o Tanvi Bambolkar, Gauravi Khaunte - "Expression, Agency, Identity: Studying Dhaalo, A
Gender Exclusive Folk Dance of Goa"

e Sarah Merkle-Schneider - "Transfemininity, the Divine and Community: Practices of
Memory among the Jogappas in rural South India"

® Arya Puliyedath Adityan - "Embodying the non-human: Ritual Possession and the
Performance of Bhutakola in Karnataka and Kerala"

® Yogitha Shetty - "Matrilineal Memories: Performativity and the Matrilineal Social
System among the Marginal Communities in Tulunad in South India"

Panel 84 (H13): Relational entanglements of food, affect and embodiment
Convenors: Swathi Manalodiparambil, Enid Still

e Mita Deshpande - "Histories of Hunger & Shifts in Food Cultures: Understanding Caste,
Health & Well-Being"

e Mahmuda Akter Poly - "The Quest for a Bare Minimum: Diet, Exploitation and
Nutritional Science in the Prisons of Bengal (1860-1900)"

® Akash Kumar Srivastava & Vinita Candra - "Intersection of Food, Celebration and
Heritage: Synthesising the Tribal Festivals Revolving around Foodways in Central India"

Panel 77 (H14): Digitalisation of Welfare in South Asia
Convenors: Bidisha Chaudhuri, Sandra Barnreuther

Gulshan Banas - "Partially Included Citizens: Variation in coverage across IDs in India "
Manoj Meena - "Digitalisation of Welfare and Pilgrimage Management: Examining the
Role of Technology in Enhancing Accessibility and Equity at Mahakumbh 2025"

® Ali Mohsin - "Leaking at seams: Politics of technological fixing in Pakistan’s cash
transfers program”

Panel 86 (H15): Frictious Feelings: Emotions in Moments of Crisis and
Failure
Convenors: Farha Noor, Frederik Schroer

e Vitus Angermeier - "Fear and Loathing in Ancient South Asia: Ayurveda and the
Psychology of Crises"

® Adam Matvya - "Emotions, Adab, and the Muslim Service Elite: Regimes of Affect under
Company Rule"

ne

® Dipanjan Mazumder - "“He has no rights here!”— Emotions and Petitions in early

modern Bengal."
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Panel 31 (UGX60): Environmental Activism in South Asia Amidst Rising
Authoritarianism
Convenors: Eva Gerharz, Hosna Shewly

® Amalie Goul Dueholm - "Narratives of Environmental Justice and State-Making at the
Margins in 2020s Indian Cinema"

e Fahima Al Farabi
Ghiasuddin Pir - "Shaping Identities to Fight Injustice: Strategic Essentialism and Digital
Resistance in Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan”

® Aparna Vincent - "Epistemic Resistance on the Margins: Climate Activism, Social Media,
and the Global South"

Panel 53 (UGX61): Recasting classics and traditional genres in South Asia:
refractions, satirical deviations, adaptations
Convenors: Daniela Cappello, Anirudh Karnick, Fabio Mangraviti

® Daniela Cappello - "Upside-Down Puran”: A Bengali Mock-Purana from 1927"
Syed Muhammad Khalid - "Smugglers and Sycophants: Postcolonial Satirical
Subversions of the Ramayana in Aubrey Menen and Hari$ankar Parsat”

® Neha Tiwari - "Of Transposed Heads and Transformed Ontologies: The Case of
Chandamama issues from the mid-1950s"

Panel 74 (Neue Aula): South Asian transnational religious networks and
political mobilizations
Convenors: Natalie Lang, Lola Guyot

® Aparna Agarwal - "Managing mandirs and more: An ethnography of far-right Hindu
women and their contribution to Globalizing Hindutva"

o Edward Anderson - "Hindutva, Resistance and Solidarity: Building Bridges and
Contesting Communalism in the Diaspora”

e Christophe Jaffrelot - "The Sangh Parivar and the Swaminarayan movement: affinities
and complementarity”

® Lola Guyot - "Hindu nationalism with an American flavor"

Panel 10 (Theatersaal): The Self-Improvement Boom: Of Aspiration,
Affective Labor and South Asian Futures
Convenors: Anne Kukuczka, Suchismita Chattopadhyay

® Nikolaus Gerold - "Breaking Free - Hip Hop, Youth, and the Politics of Personality
Development in a remote Himalayan Town"
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Anne Kukuczka - "“32 qualities like a Kumari”: Young women, skills training and work
on the self in Kathmandu, Nepal "

Anurag Mazumdar - "Reframing Self-improvement: Gig Economy and Collectivization in
Delhi NCR"
Meghna Roy - "The making of moral futures among psychotherapeutic trainees in India"

Panel 117 (Triplex 1016): techne and métis in industrial South Asia:
Ethnographic and historiographic approaches to working-class knowledges
and politics

Convenor: Christian Strimpell, Arnaud Kaba

Biihler Jiirg - "Producing Skilled Nurses: Education Programs in an Indian Corporate
Hospital"

Arnaud Kaba - "The global part of the local: circulation of techniques and value of know-
how among the glassmakers of Firozabad"

Gayatri Rathore - "Transnational Skilling: ReConfiguring The Urban via Used Cars and
Electronics”

Christian Striimpell - "Skills, caste, and class in an eastern Indian steel town, 1950s-
2000s"

Panel 6 (Triplex 1017): At the margins of the periodical: reading
advertisements in early twentieth-century regional periodicals
Convenor: Shobna Nijhawan

Melina Gravier - "Gold Jewelry for Financial Crisis: The Moral Economies of Women's
Magazines (1930s.-1940s.)"

Manashi Misra - "Drinking ‘Indian Tea’ in Assam: An analysis of tea advertisements in
the Assamese language (1926-1940)"

Anne Mohapatra - "Modern Girl Imagery in Tamil Magazines: Gender, Advertising, and
Consumer Culture in the Swadesamitran Illustrated Weekly (1931-1945)."

Archit Nanda - "Creating a Reading Public: Advertising books and magazines in Hans
(1930-1936)"

October 1st, 16:15-18:15
Panel 90 (HO1): Multisensory Insights into Histories of Anticolonialism
Convenor: Kama Maclean

Srajit M Kumar - "The Sounds of a Strike: Slogans, Poetry, Oratory and Noise in Kanpur,
1938"

Binsu Susan John - "The Politics of Sound; Poykayil Appachan's Sonic Strategies Against
Caste and Colonialism"
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Jacob Thomas - "Sounds of Socialism: The Ideological Reorientation of Indian National
Congress in Malabar from 1930 to 1937."

Sangeeta Sharma - "Sensory Experiences of Khadi & Charkha as a Gendered
Phenomenon: Women'’s Voices from the Princely States of Rajputana”

Panel 9 (H02): The Dynastic Dilemma in Democracies: Exploring Political
Dynasticism in South Asia
Convenors: Ritanjan Das, Kenneth Bo Nielsen, Arild E. Ruud

Ramu Avala - "The ‘Dynastic Dilemma’ in Andhra Pradesh Politics: Examining the Role
of Caste in Shaping the State's Political Succession"

Rai Mansoor Imtiaz - "From traditional biradarism to political biradarism: changing
socio-political landscape in South Asia"

Praskanva Sinharay - "Divine Dynasts: The Thakur Family and Matua Politics in West
Bengal, India"

Panel 72 (HO03): Does faith speak only one tongue? Multilingual pathways of
religious writing across South Asia and beyond, c. 1600-1850
Convenors: Annalisa Bocchetti, Victore Baptiste

Sherin Basheer Saheera - "Muhyidhin Mala and the Imagination of ummah (community)
in early 17th century Kerala"

Elaine Fisher - "Translating Religion: Virasaiva Translation and Multilingualism in Early
Modern South India"

Thomas Newbold - "A New Language for Dharma? Creating a Language for Moral
Intuitionism in 1840s Bengal"

Panel 16 (H04): Unpacking Sanatana Dharma: Genealogies and
Potentialities of a Pliable Concept
Convenors: Daniela Bevilacqua, Vera Lazzaretti

Jason Schwartz - "Universalizing Hindu Dharma: The Invention of the DesSastha
Brahmana and the Making of a New Kind of Dharma"

Kumar Himanshu Shukla - "Politics beyond name-changing: Prayagraj and the making
of a Sanatan Hindu city in Uttar Pradesh."

Malavika Kasturi - "Swami Karpatri and Temple Entry: Gurus, Caste and Orthodox
Hinduism in Twentieth Century India"

Panel 39 (HO5): Rethinking Constitutionalism in South Asian Political
Thought
Convenor: Sunil Purushotham
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® Sunil Purushotham - "The Ancient Constitution and the Ideological Origins of the
Republic of India"

® Imran Ahmed - "Promises Unkept: Minority Rights and the Ambiguity of Pakistan’s
Early Constitutional Vision, 1947-54"

® Jesus Chairez-garza - "Untouchability, Representation, and the Round Table
Conferences"

Suryapratim Roy - "Secularism in Hindu Rashtra"

Panel 93 (H06): Mantras: Transcultural and Multisensory Perspectives
Convenor: Borayin Larios

® Gudrun Biihnemann - "Visual Expressions of Mantras in North Indian Vaisnava
Traditions"
Dominik Haas - "The Possible South Asian Roots of the Rosary"
Ludovica Tozzi - "The Worship of the Goddess Manasa: Healing and Praising through
Mantras "

Panel 11 (HO7): The Gender of Expertise in and beyond Colonial and
Postcolonial South Asia
Convenors: Maria Framke, Elena Valdameri

® Rosalind Parr - " Clinic, Nation, Region, Globe. Multi-scalar histories of family planning
in and from early postcolonial South Asia"

e Maha Ali - "Disrupting Development Discourses: Gender, Expertise and the Politics of
Rights-Making in Postcolonial South Asia"

® Sujatha Subramanian - "Carceral Care? Juvenile justice institutions in India and girls’
protection under Brahmanical patriarchy”

Panel 95 (H08): Governance and Politics in Bangladesh: Navigating
Transformation, Challenges and Opportunities
Convenor: ASM Mostafizur Rahman

® Minati Kalo - "Current Political Dynamics and Challenges to Judicial Independence in
Bangladesh"

® Kazuyo Minamide - "Drawing the Sense of Nationalism on Deyal Likhon: Who is
Generation Z in Bangladesh?"

e Refat E Rubaia - "Transnational Environmental Injustices and the Bloody Loaf
Argument (BLA)"
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Panel 66 (H09): Casteism Across Borders: Diasporic Reproduction of Caste
Discrimination and Anti-Caste Struggles
Convenor: Vikrant Kishore

e Maithili Ganjoo - "Intergenerational Transmission of Caste Identity among Fijian Indian
Families: Exploring the Role of Social Media Networks"

e Vikrant Kishore and Stephen Goulding - "The Inclusion of Caste in Australia’s Anti-
Racism Framework: Progress, Challenges, and Future Directions"

® Somya Sharma - "Caste and Marriage Among the Indian Diaspora:A Multimodal and
Textual Analysis of the Netflix Reality Show Indian Matchmaking"

e Vikram Kershan Pancham - "Caste in motion: Unconcealing Different Afterlives of Caste
in South Africa from a Dalit-perspective, 1860 to 2024."

Panel 67 (H10): Marginal Memories: Resistive Expressions of the
marginalized in South Asia
Convenor: Pauline Schuster-Lohlau, Yogitha Shetty

® Sowmya Dechamma Chotteyanadamada Chengappa - "Contradictions of being modern:
Memory, performativity and caste"

® Deepak Kumar - "Language Contestation and Hierarchies: Lost Presences of Kathi
Language in Bihar"

e Pauline Schuster-16hlau - "From “doing religion” to “doing memory”?: The South Indian
Virasaiva saint Mantésvami becoming an icon of regional Dalit culture and identity"

e Julia Shrestha - "Mundhumi Natak - The Limbu Oral Tradition in Contemporary Nepali
Theatre"

Panel 84 (H13): Relational entanglements of food, affect and embodiment
Convenors: Swathi Manalodiparambil, Enid Still

® Tonmoyee Rani Neog - "Culinary Marginality and Resistance: Food Practices in
Northeast India and the Politics of Purity."

e Pallavi Raonka - "Seeds of Resistance: Adivasi Women'’s “Acts of Care” in Sustaining
Community Futures"

e Nidhi Trivedi - "Re-imagining Lakmi"

Panel 77 (H14): Digitalisation of Welfare in South Asia

Convenors: Bidisha Chaudhuri, Sandra Barnreuther

e Juli Huang - "Old age in the digital age: Negotiating data politics in Bangladesh’s
digitalised social safety nets"
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Meenakshi N Ambujam - "When Digital Technologies Meet Land and Bureaucracy in
India"

Ursula Rao - "Bureaucratic drift, or how digital technology shapes redistributive
projects in India"

Avinash Mani Tripathi - "Welfare Delivery in Digital Mode: A Case Study of Three
Schemes"

Panel 86 (H15): Frictious Feelings: Emotions in Moments of Crisis and
Failure
Convenors: Noor Farha, Frederik Schroer

Eva Ambos - "Amman’s Kurai - Emotional Friction during a Pandemic"

Safwan Amir - "Affect and Shari’ah: Exploring emotions among the Muslims of Malabar
in turbulent colonial settings”

Tanja Luchsinger - "Moments of not belonging as affective arrangements"

Jigyasa Meena - "The Politics of Feelings: Musical Activism and Emotional Frictions in
Colonial Rajputana”

Panel 88 (UGX60): Mapping the Geo-politics of Risk Ecologies in the
Himalayas
Convenor: Rachana Upadhyaya

Sobia Ibrahim - "Climate change and disaster risk response in Gilgit Baltistan: A
comparative case study of Hunza and Nagar"

Raman’ Mohora - "Indigenous Resistance and Conservation: The Lepchas, Anti-Dam
Movement and Environmental Politics in Sikkim."

Priyam Tripathy - "Breathing in the Himalayas: Air Pollution, Ecological Fragility, and
Governance in Mountain Cities"

Aymeric Vo Quang - "Himalayas in the Crossfire: Assessing the Interplay Between
Conflict, Militarisation and Upland Ecologies"

Panel 53 (UGX61): Recasting classics and traditional genres in South Asia:
refractions, satirical deviations, adaptations
Convenors: Daniela Cappello, Anirudh Karnick, Fabio Mangraviti

Fabio Armand - "Laughing at the Undead: When Indo-Himalayan Folklore Meets
Western Zombies in Go Goa Gone "

Anirudh Karnick - "The uses of ‘folk’ in the making, remaking, and reception of Vijaydan
Detha’s ‘Duvidhyau’/’'Duvidha’™

Fabio Mangraviti - "Yamaraja and satire in Indian postcolonial Hindi literature, movies
and performing arts"
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Davide Torri - "Scary Tales: Nepalese Ghost Stories from Classic Texts to Social Media
and Horror Movies"

Panel 74 (Neue Aula): South Asian transnational religious networks and
political mobilizations
Convenors: Natalie Lang, Lola Guyot

Philipp Zehmisch - "“Dalit-Hindu” Belonging in Pakistan: Migration, Pilgrimage, and
Ideological Circulation across Borders"

Srishtee Sethi - "Contentious Borderlands? Reflections on Co-existence, Belonging, and
Shared Histories at the India-Pakistan Border"

Sanam Roohi - "Reimagining 'Hyderabadi Tehzeeb' as civic duty: Transnational Muslim
welfare and its ambivalent post COVID entanglements with the city administration”

Panel 10 (Theatersaal): The Self-Improvement Boom: Of Aspiration,
Affective Labor and South Asian Futures
Convenors: Anne Kukuczka, Suchismita Chattopadhyay

Deepasri Baul - "An Aversion to Progress: the cultural habitus of north Indian caste-
histories"

Suchismita Chattopadhyay - "Skilling the Self: Personality Development in a Globalised
Delhi"

Monika Freier - "From Self-Help to Svapurusarth. Purposes and Production of Hindi
advice books in the early 20th century”

Siddhi Pandey - "Self-Improvement in Post-Liberalization India: Cultivating Agency and
Optimism through Self-Help Content on Social Media"

Panel 6 (Triplex 1017): At the margins of the periodical: reading
advertisements in early twentieth-century regional periodicals
Convenor: Shobna Nijhawan

Tanmay Kulshrestha - "Print, Products, and Patriotism: Decoding Advertising Culture
and National Identity in The Modern Review, 1907-1947"

Shobna Nijhawan - "Periodicals as Archives: Book, Services and Goods Advertisements
in the Hindi Public Sphere (early Twentieth Century)"

Maithili Tagare - "Repackaging Tradition: Ayurveda and the Shaping of National
Identity in Marathi Advertising"

Eve Tignol - "Shaping Young Minds: Advertisements in Urdu Children’s Periodicals from
late colonial North India"

10
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October 2nd, 08:30-10:30

Panel 120 (HO1): Pedagogy from the Margins: Critical Perspectives from
South Asia

Convenors: Vidyasagar Sharma, Kristina Garalyté, N. Sukumar

e Tanvi Adarsh - "Pedagogical Innovations with Infusion Dose of Cultural Humility"
Shibangi Dash - "Reimagining Pedagogy: Inclusion of Dalit Literature and the Future of
Marginalized Narratives in India"

® Jaiwant Murmu - "Exploring Indigenous Pedagogies: Case Studies of Culturally
Responsive Schools in Jharkhand"

Panel 96 (H02): Anti-Muslim violence in times of Hindutva: Histories,
modalities, futures
Convenor: Mohsin Alam Bhat

o Hafsa Kanjwal - "Against Muslimness: Islamophobia in Indian-occupied Kashmir"
Yiu Tong Ng - "Liminality and Erasure: Hindutva Violence Towards Imam Shah Bawa
Dargah and the Shifting Boundaries of Religious Identity in Colonial and Postcolonial
India"

® Yasmin Saikia - "Hindu Recolonization and Muslim Marginalization: Unraveling
Xanmiholi and the Contested Geographies of Assamese Identity "

® Amit Singh - "Hindu Religious Populism Against Religious Minorities: Cases of
Christians and Muslims Minorities in India"

Panel 5 (H03): Locating Hate in the Ordinary: Violence, Power and
Majoritarianism in South Asia
Convenors: Pandya Pearl, Surya Ghildiya

e Vera Lazzaretti - "Silence, self-censorship and compromise as ordinary violence: An
ethnographic portrait of a Muslim businessmen in the Hindu pilgrim economy"

® Mahima Mukherjee - "Public Intimacies: Hindu Nationalist Rhetoric and The Circulatory
Politics of Hate"

o Hafeesha Thoppil Babu - "Media Narratives and Public Discourses: ‘Hate’and Exclusion
of Ahmadiyyas in South India"

® Maria Giulia Vigiano - "Whatsapp University' phenomenon: from reels to real”

Panel 123 (H04): Child ascetics in historical and contemporary South Asian
Jain and Buddhist communities
Convenors: Liz Wilson, Nirmala Salgado

e Nalini Balbir - "Child initiation among Jains: a controversial issue"

11
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Abhishek Jain - "Child Monastic Practice in Jainism"
Nirmala S. Salgado - "Cultivating Discipline among Novice Nuns in Contemporary
Buddhist Monasticism "

® Liz Wilson - "Child ordination among South Asian Svetambara Jain and Buddhist
communities"

Panel 85 (HO05): Subaltern Religions and Hindutva: Traditions of Autonomy,
Seductions of the State
Convenors: Carola Erika Lorea, Sipra Mukherjee, Joel Lee

o Shahwar Kibria - " Qawwali and Pasmanda Muslim outreach in North Indian Sufi
shrines "

® Joel Lee - "Sung and Unsung Traditions"
Ananya Pattnaik - "Exploring Hindu nationalist conversions and the Kondhs’
negotiation with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad"

e Santhosh R - "Dalits, Hindutva and the Spectacle of Religious Harmony: An Exploration
from Kerala, South India"

Panel 70 (HO06): Hinduisation and Sanskritisation in the Himalayas
Convenors: Rajan Khatiwoda, Manik Bajracharya, Nirajan Kafle

® Alessandro Giudice - "The Practice of Ordeals in Nepal: A Historical Overview from the
Malla to the Rana Periods in Comparison with Hindu Dharmasastra”

® Arik Moran - "General Will or Public Order? The Debate on Criminal Justice Policy in
Early Colonial Himalaya, 1815-1816"

® Devaki Sapkota - "Muktiksetra Between Worlds: Hinduisation, Syncretism, and Sacred
Geography in the Himalayas"

® Astrid Zotter - "To be executed, shaved, dispossessed, exiled or condemned to slavery -
On the threat of capital punishment in a series of Nepalese inscriptions"

Panel 17 (HO7): Performance and Gender After Empire
Convenor: Putcha Rumya

® Rupali Das - "From Badhai to Miss Transqueen India: Celebrating the Hijra Body as a
Socio-cultural Text"

e Wajiha Naqvi - "Where are the female Qawwals? Gendered perspectives on Qawwali in
contemporary Pakistan"

® [sabella Schwaderer - "Indian Classical Dance on Global Stages? The Case of Madame
Menaka"

® Twisha Singh - "Performing Resistance: Gender, Radicalism, and the Politics of Theatre
in London and Calcutta, 1930-1950"

12
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Panel 121 (H08): Religious Infrastructures and City-Making: Governance,
Governmentality and Urban Moral Geographies
Convenors: Sanjay Srivastava, Filippo Osella

® Patrick Eisenlohr - "Religious media infrastructures and the right to the city in Twelver
Shi‘i Mumbai"

o Natalie Lang - "Religious city-makers and the civic: Tamil religious infrastructures in
(sub)urban Paris"

® Sanjay Srivastava, Wani Ibrahim - "Languages at the edge of silence. Religious-work,
affects and the making of moral geographies in Srinagar."

Panel 80 (H09): South Asian Sexualities in a Global Context: Transgressing
Gender, Race, Caste and Class in the age of transnational anticolonialism
Convenors: Joanna Simonow, Claire Blaser

® (laire Blaser - "Intimate Internationalism: Relationships of Desire, Solidarity, and
Power between White Women Radicals and South Asian Anticolonialists in 1910s
California"

® Sunaina Danziger - "Beware the Wily Woman: German Women, Indian Men, and the
Security Psyche"

® Joanna Simonow - "South Asian Mobility, Marriage and Transnational Anticolonialism
in Continental Europe, c. 1910-1950"

Panel 13 (H10): Partition refugee camps: New debates and perspectives
Convenor: Anne Castaing, Laurent Glattli

® Rotem Geva - "Liminal Spaces of the New State: Refugee Camps, Corruption, and
Citizenship in Delhi"

e Shantanu Mishra - "
the transformation of Partition Camps"

e Bidisha Pal - "Camp Life and Graded Divisional Politics: Reading Bengali Dalit Refugee
Narratives "

Settlement Colonies” as new "Camps": Refugee Rehabilitation and

® Abhishek Kumar Singh - "A New Home for Dalit migrants: The Dandakaranya
Rehabilitation Project”

Panel 113 (H13): What Shade of Red?: Footprints of Socialism in South
Asian Intellectual and Political History
Convenor: Judhajit Sarkar, Prateek Pankaj

® (Chiangmong Khiamniungan - "JP Narayan, Ambedkar and the question of moral and
social transformation”
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® Pruthvi Sai Motam - "Socialism in India: The Congress Socialist Party and Its Non-
Marxist Politics"
® Prateek Pankaj - "Socialists and the Question of Land and Caste in 1950s India"

Panel 37 (H14): Contentious Currents: Non-State Actors, Democratic Decline
and Resilience in South Asia
Convenors: Julia Wiessmann, Pravin Prakash

® Pravin Prakash - "Tamil Nadu’s Sandwiched Democracy: Subnational Democratic
Resilience in India"
Marzia Raza - "Electoral fairness protests and hybrid regime stability in Pakistan"
Sai Kumar Vanapalli - "Digital Architectures of Deception: Mapping Misinformation
Networks in 2024 Indian Electoral Discourse through Actor-Network Theory "

® Julia Wiessmann - "Autocratization and the Dynamics of Pro-Governmental Counter-
Mobilization: The 2024 Protests in Bangladesh"

Panel 35 (H15): Living with and recovering from coastal and riverine
disasters: a critical approach of riskscape
Convenor: Emilie Cremin

e Emilie Cremin - "Restoring Rights and Resilience: Adivasi Communities, Traditional
Knowledge, and Environmental Conservation in the Indian Sundarbans”

® Samiya Selim - "Governing the commons: an ethnographic exploration of local
adaptation response to complex global problems"

® Angelos Theocharis - "Indigenous Lessons on Delta Adaptation”

Panel 124 (UGX60): Muslim Counterpublics in the Nation-State Public
Sphere
Convenor: Kibria Maghfi Shahwar

Maria Casadei - "Muslim World Visions In Hyderabadi Musha’irah"
Mary Ann Chacko - "Fraternity Movement as Counter-Public "
Madiha Noman - "Glitch in the matrix: The Bajis and Indian Digital Space"

Dietrich Reetz - "World-Making from the 'Margins': Muslim Global Actors from South
Asia"

Panel 42 (UGX61): Exploring international Migration in South Asia: a
sociocultural approach
Convenor: Mahmud Hasan

® Mazhar Abbas - "Negotiating Citizenship Rights in Pakistan With a Bengali Identity"
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Vathsala Aithal — "Between Exclusion and Social Cohesion: Refugees and migrants
in South Asia"

Joita Das - "Sailors and Settlers: The Migratory Trends and Social and Cultural
Institutions of the Indian-Chinese Community of Calcutta "

Sahana Ghosh - "Success, Failure, Doomed Beyond Measure: The Troubled Life of the

Bangladesh-Malaysia Labor Migration Relation"

Panel 30 (Neue Aula): South Asian Islam and the World: In search for a new
paradigm
Convenor: Simon Wolfgang Fuchs

Humaira Chowdhury - "Darzis (Muslim tailors) and their use of ‘mythic resources’ to
stay on in post-partition Calcutta”

Muhammad Souman Elah - ""Sufi Defense" from India in Mecca in the Early Twentieth
Century "

Umtul Aleem Kokab - "Recasting religion in South Asia: tracing the global trajectory of
Ahmadi movement. "

Sumaira Nawaz - "From the Masjid to the Maikhana: Satire in Deoband'’s Tajallj, c.
1949-1974"

Panel 81 (Triplex 1016): Siting Contemporary Garhwal
Convenor: Brian Pennington

James Lochtefeld — "The Char Dham as an Imagined Landscape”

Sunil Parab - "Spiritual and Tourism Supremacy of Garhwal."

Eric Schwabach - "“Kedarnath is everything for us” - Local Belongings to a National
Heritage Site"

nau

Luke Whitmore - "The Dialectical Relationship of Yatra Tourism and Local Ritual in the
Kedarnath Valley"

Panel 21 (Triplex 1017): South Asian Diasporic Narratives: An Intersectional
Exploration
Convenor: Nalini lyer

John Hawley - "Narration as Disruption: Yoni ki Baat, Shailja Patel’s Migritude, and
Caste Discrimination in Silicon Valley"

Maryse Jayasuriya - "Representations of Disability in South Asian Diasporic Literature"
Abigail Wong - "Mertle, Thawi and the Kilat Club Men: Class and Southeast Asia’s
Ceylonese Tamils "

Adarsh Yadav - "Health Narratives: Exploring Changing South Asian Diasporic
Identities"

15



Conference Program
ECSAS 2025 Heidelberg, October 1-4

October 2nd, 11:00-13:00

Panel 120 (HO1): Pedagogy from the Margins: Critical Perspectives from
South Asia
Convenors: Vidyasagar Sharma, Kristina Garalyté, N. Sukumar

® Meenakshi Ravivanshi - "Navigating Exclusion and Resistance: Everyday Experiences of
Dalit Women Students in Higher Education Institutions in Delhi"

® Vidyasagar Sharma - "Reading as Resistance: Study Circles and Changing Contours of
Student Movements in Indian Universities"

® Apeksha Yadav - "Decoding Pedagogy: Marginalities and Challenges in Indian Central
Universities"

Panel 96 (H02): Anti-Muslim violence in times of Hindutva: Histories,
modalities, futures
Convenor: Mohsin Alam Bhat

® (Chad Haines - "The Ethno-Religious Contract: Sub-Personhood and Displacement of
Assam’s Muslims"

o Nidah Kaiser - "India’s Religious Ethnocracy: Hindutva Vigilantism and Police Violence
in Uttar Pradesh "

® Sharik Laliwala - "Anti-Muslim Violence and Residential Segregation in India"
Yash Sharma - "Violence And Its Discontents: Counter-mobilizing Muslims in
Contemporary India"

Panel 5 (H03): Locating Hate in the Ordinary: Violence, Power and
Majoritarianism in South Asia
Convenors: Pandya Pearl, Surya Ghildiya

® Lakshita Malhotra - "The Language of Violence: Politics of Hate and Identity in the
‘Hindu’ Nation"
Neeti Nair - "Writings on Hate Speech and Violence: Fiction, Memoir, Non-fiction"
Aatika Singh - "Locating Hate in the Ordinary: Violence, Power and Majoritarianism in
South Asia"

o Zafar Ullah - "The Construction of Hate: The Political Landscape of Narrative and
Infrastructure”

Panel 46 (H04): New Directions in Mahatmya Studies
Convenor: Jonas Buchholz

® Ayelet Kotler - "Glorifying Banaras in Eighteenth-Century Persian Translations of
Sanskrit Puranas”
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e Jlanit Loewy Shacham - "The Greatness of Mahatmya as Poetry: Observations from the
Panduranga-mahatmyamu"

® Ofer Peres - "Generic Flexibility and Literary Innovation in the Tamil Talapuranam
Genre"

e Akshara Ravishankar - "The Essence of the Sastras: The Bhagavad Gita Mahatmya in
Vernacular North India"

Panel 85 (HO05): Subaltern Religions and Hindutva: Traditions of Autonomy,
Seductions of the State
Convenors: Carola Erika Lorea, Sipra Mukherjee, Joel Lee

® Arati Kade - "The main baton bearers of Brahminism? Transforming (or
transformations in) Caste Consciousness Among Middle Castes"

e Philip Lagace - "Saffron and Transgender Flags: Hindutva, Ardhanari$vara, and “Third
Gender’ Empowerment"”

® Yoshiaki Takemura - "The varying influences of left-right ideology on Theyyam worship
and its Dalit practitioners in Kerala, South India"

Panel 70 (H06): Hinduisation and Sanskritisation in the Himalayas
Convenors: Manik Bajracharya, Nirajan Kafle, Rajan Khatiwoda

® Pradip Ghimire - "Mapping the Sacred: The Role of the Himavatkhanda in Shaping
Hindu Identity in Nepal"”

e Nirajan Kafle - "Bridging Traditions: The Umamahes$varasamvada and the Integration of
Buddhist and Brahmanical Legal Thought in the Kathmandu Valley"

® Rajan Khatiwoda - "(De)Hinduization in 19th-Century Nepal: A Case Study of the Muluki
Ain of 1854"

® Monalisa Maharjan - "Transformation of Guthis: Examining Control, Ownership, and
Cultural Rights in Nepal"

Panel 17 (HO7): Performance and Gender After Empire
Convenor: Putcha Rumya

e Shriya Patnaik - "Exploring Historical Disruptions in the Quotidian Practices of Mahari
Temple Dancers in Postcolonial Odisha, while Juxtaposed with Oral Testimonies from
the Community"

Divyanshu Sahay - "The Memory of Ritual: Tawaif Practices and Their Legacy"
Yashoda Thakore - "Education for Identity"

Panel 121 (HO08): Religious Infrastructures and City-Making: Governance,
Governmentality and Urban Moral Geographies
Convenors: Sanjay Srivastava, Filippo Osella
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o Siddharth Kumar - "Pilgrimage, Wellness, and Development: The Role of Global
Buddhist Networks in Bodhgaya's Transformation. "

® Sounita Mukherjee - "Festival Infrastructure, Neighbourhood Clubs and the Affective
Governance: The Politics of Spectacle and Urban Transformation in Contemporary
Kolkata"

® Prerna Singh -
Religious Infrastructure in Delhi’s Informal Settlement

God Gives Hope": Navigating Marginality, Health and Gender through
® Priyanka Sinha - "Religious Therapy, Healthcare and Governance in Urban Spaces: A
Sociological Study of the Brahma Kumaris Traditions"

Panel 45 (H09): Agents of Change: Resistance Movements in South Asia
Convenors: Johanna BuB, Ira Sarma

® Soonha Abro - "“Thou art a witch!’: The media-influenced public backlash against Aurat
March in Pakistan”

e Elisabetta Campagni - "Performing vernaculars of Joy: Aurat March Lahore and the
politics of feminist resistance.”

® Vanessa Chishti - "Implausible Men: Capitalism, Masculinity and Protest in Modern
Punjab "

® Ruhi Khan - "Coloniality and the Muslim Woman in a Hindutva State"

Panel 103 (H10): The 1943 Bengal Famine: Lived Experience and Legacies
Convenor: Diya Gupta

Bhaswati Chatterjee - "In the Dark Days: Bengali Women and the Famine of 1943"
Diya Gupta - "Witnessing the famine: letters and photographs from the Second World
War"

e Urvi Khaitan - "These are not ordinary women': Surviving Famine in Second World War
India"

Panel 113 (H13): What Shade of Red?: Footprints of Socialism in South
Asian Intellectual and Political History
Convenor: Judhajit Sarkar, Prateek Pankaj

® Anne Murphy - "A Marxist Sufi Vision: Punjabi literary imaginaries of radical change in
the work of Najm Hosain Syed (b. 1936)"

e Akhil P. Veetil - "The Psychology of Multilingualism: Rammanohar Lohia’s Critique of
English and Linguistic Inequalities”

® Judhajit Sarkar - "Socialism, Anti-Communism, and the Cold War: Vijay Dev Narayan
Sahi and the Politics of Postcolonial Hindi Literature”
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Panel 37 (H14): Contentious Currents: Non-State Actors, Democratic Decline
and Resilience in South Asia
Convenors: Julia Wiessmann, Pravin Prakash

® Dipti Nagpaul - "Transnational Legitimacy: Diasporic Hindu Nationalism, Right-Wing
Narratives, and Democratic Erosion in the UK and India"

® Prakkash Sharoff - "India’s Religious Ethnocracy: Hindutva Vigilantism and Police
Violence in Uttar Pradesh”

e Nancy Pathak — "Hegemonic capture of the aspirational religious demos: Role of
Akhada and Sadhu politics in bottom up Hindu Right autocratisation"

Panel 112 (H15): Kingship and Commemoration in South Asia (c. 1400-
1800)
Convenors: Mehdi Sham Roshan, Manpreet Kaur, Aditi Jain, Kristof Szitar

® Aditi Jain - "Divinization and Commemoration: An Analysis of Imperial Palaces of Vir
Singh Bundela"

e Manpreet Kaur - "Courtly ecologies of devotion in early Sikh devotional poetry and
hagiography"

® Mehdi Sham Roshan - "From Sufi Masters to Mughal Emperors: The Legacy of malftizat
in Shaping Indo-Islamic Kingship"

e Kristof Szitar - "Commemorating the Old Style: ‘Unsuri and the Emergence of New
Aesthetic Paradigms in the Mughal-Safavid Era"

Panel 124 (UGX60): Muslim Counterpublics in the Nation-State Public
Sphere
Convenor: Kibria Maghfi Shahwar

Mukulika Radhakrishnan - "Thallumaala’, Muslim HipHop and ‘Mappila Cool’ in Kerala"
Anand Taneja - "Islam Comes Alive After Every Karbala: Shifts in the Nature of Muslim
Authority in Hindu Nationalist Times "

® Mohammad Ahsan Masood Anwari - "Legislation as Cultural Heritage: Charting the
history and social performativity of Blasphemy Laws in Pakistan."

Panel 4 (UGX61): Travel and Transformation: Political World-making in Non-
imperial, Trans-imperial, Neutral and Colonial Spaces, 1900-1950
Convenor: Naina Manjrekar

e Harald Fischer-Tiné - "Border-Crossing as a Political Strategy: Indian Globetrotting and
‘Touristic Anti-Imperialism’ in the Late Colonial Era (c. 1900-1940)"
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Naina Manjrekar - "Subaltern Worldmaking after War: India, Indonesia and the Indian
Ocean Anticolonial Moment, 1945-1946"

Bipasha Ray - "Unlikely Liaisons: Indians & Transnational Networks Inside Internment
Camps in Germany (1939-1945)"

Dharika Viswanathan Athray - "Preaching revolution in the home of neutrality: Indian
anti-imperial networks in Geneva c.1918-1939"

Panel 30 (Neue Aula): South Asian Islam and the World: In search for a new
paradigm
Convenor: Simon Wolfgang Fuchs

Mohammad Zubair Abro - "Shia Voicings of History"

Ahmad Ali - "Sectarianism, Nationalism, and Belonging: The Place of Indian Shias in the
Hindutva Era"

Simon Wolfgang Fuchs - "Engaging Global Islamism: The International Network of the
Jamaat-e-Islami"

Rushnae Kabir - "Pious Registers: Interrogating the Local/Global Dichotomy in South
Asian Islam "

Panel 81 (Triplex 1016): Siting Contemporary Garhwal
Convenor: Brian K. Pennington

Pankhuri Bhatt - "Pilgrimage in Garhwal: Char Dham Yatra in French Literature "
Gerrit Lange - "Venerated and Venomous Village Members: The Naginis and Nagas of
Garhwal in a Bigger Picture”

Brian Pennington - "Remaking a Hindu King: Authority and Legitimacy in the Early
Tehri State"

Panel 21 (Triplex 1017): South Asian Diasporic Narratives: An Intersectional
Exploration
Convenor: Nalini lyer

Subhalakshmi Gooptu - "Archives of Reproduction: Intersectional Approach to
Narratives of South Asian Indenture”

Nalini Iyer - "Memoirs of Dalit South Asian American Women Writers: Migration, Race,
and Caste"

Debali Mookerjea-Leonard - "Crossing Borders: Queerness, Freedom, Race in
Contemporary Bangladeshi Immigrant Writings"

October 2nd, 14:00-16:00
Panel 47 (HO1): The In(ter)disciplined Archive
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Convenor: Jessica Albrecht, Tirthankar Chakraborty

® Sunayani Bhattacharya - "Listening between the Lines: Mahishashuramardini and Early
20th-Century Radio Archives"

e Vincent Hasselbach - "A reluctant archive: reflections on archival fieldwork in Dhaka,
Bangladesh"

e Fariha Koshul - "The Archive as a Colonial Artifact: Feminist and Community-Centered
Interventions in the Hanna Papanek Collection”

® Bharat Sundararajan - "What are you looking for?': archiving Pondicherry's industrial
past 1954-2020"

Panel 109 (HO02): Literary islands of Far South: pattu and other quixotic
archipelagos of songs
Convenors: Elena Mucciarelli, Cezary Galewicz

Rajendran Chettiarthodi - "Defining a song: Perspectives in Lilatilaka"

e Sudha Gopalakrishnan "A Stairway into the World of Music: Transmission of Sopana
Sangitam from Temple to Theatre in Kerala"

® Paolo Pacciolla - "Pattu singing in the contemporary Ayyappan Tiyyattu of the Tiyyati
Nambyar and Kalameluttu pattu of the Kallattakuruppu communities of central Kerala"

® Anantha Subramonia Sarma Subramonia Iyer - "Pattu and its Significance in the Ritual
Practices of Kerala"

Panel 7 (H03): Money Matters: The Dynamics of Campaign Finance and
Politics-Business Relations in India
Convenors: Vignesh Rajahmani, Ward Berenschot

® Victor Alembik - "When parties want to pay : comparing party-candidate linkage(s) and
centralisation across India"

® Pratim Ghosal - "Money, Caste & Access: The Workings of a Business-Dominated
Political Order in an Indian City"

e Vignesh Rajahmani - "The Political Economy of Campaign Costs: A Comparative Study of
Elections Across India"

Panel 46 (H04): New Directions in Mahatmya Studies
Convenor: Jonas Buchholz

e Malini Ambach - "Kanchipuram’s Sthalamahatmyas as literary maps of the city's sacred
geography"

® Jonas Buchholz - "From Sthalamahatmya to Talapuranam: The Multilingual and
Multimodal Transmission of Temple Legends in Kanchipuram"
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Ewa Debicka-Borek - "0ld Patterns in New Contexts: Negotiating the Concept of the
Nine Narasimhas of Ahobilam in Contemporary Visual and Textual Media"

Aneesh Raghavan - "Contest and Coexistence: Exploring Sectarian Tensions in the
Kaficimahatmya (Saiva)"

Panel 98 (HO05): Land, Labour and Capital: Exploring the Contemporary
Agrarian Question in South Asia
Convenor: Sunit Arora, Prachi Bansal

Sunit Arora - "Agrarian Change and Accumulation in Central India: Revisiting the
Agrarian Question of Capital”

Maryam Aslany - "The Climate Factor: Rethinking Agrarian Change and Social
Differentiation in Rural India"

Prachi Bansal - " Labour Absorption in Crop Cultivation in Rural Haryana"

Radhika Moral - "Hanging by a Thread: Ecological Shifts, Agrarian Transformations, and
Labor in Northeast India's Silk Plantations”

Panel 93 (H06): Mantras: Transcultural and Multisensory Perspectives
Convenor: Borayin Larios

Wattelier-Bricout Amandine - "A preliminary overview of the text amulet entitled
Sivakavaca"

Finnian Moore Gerety - "Words for “Sound” and Concepts of the Sonic in Early India, I:
Vedic Prose Texts"

Frederick M Smith - "Mahavai$vadeva-$astra in the Agnistoma and mantras of ritual
misdirection”

Barbora Sojkova - "The meaning of mantra in Vedic prose"

Panel 44 (HO7): Narratives of Women, Violence and Memory in South Asia
Convenors: Monika Browarczyk, Balwant Kaur

Ram Prasad Bhatt - "The Images of Women in Garhwali Folk Literature"

Balwant Kaur - "Evolving Narratives: Public Spaces and Sexual Violence in Hindi
Stories”

Archana Kumar - " Remembrances of Wounds: Narratives of Violence in Kusum Ansal’s
Tapasi"”

Adnan Mohsin - "Depicting Gendered Violence in the War of 1971: A Critical Analysis of
Khalid F. Muhammad's Urdu Novel Khaleej (2008)"

Panel 121 (HO08): Religious Infrastructures and City-Making: Governance,
Governmentality and Urban Moral Geographies
Convenors: Sanjay Srivastava, Filippo Osella
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e Tannishtha Bhattacharjee - "Hagiographic Practices and Place-Making by Subaltern
Guru-cults amongst displaced Sylhetis in post-Partition Shillong"

® S Seigoulien Haokip - "Moral entanglements and youth culture in India's North East
borderland town"

e Egor Novikov - "Abandoned Bodies and Eternal Souls: Mother Teresa's Shelters and
Biopolitics in Kolkata"

Panel 45 (H09): Agents of Change: Resistance Movements in South Asia
Convenor: Ira Sarma, Johanna Bul}

Johanna Buf3 - "Hindutva ideology between Orientalism and Postcolonial Critique"
® Angela Eyre - "Resisting agrarian privatisation: epigraphs as protest in Govinda

Samanta: or the history of a Bengal Raiyat (1874)."

Ira Sarma - "Resistance in the Gutter: Appupen’s Superhero Satire Rashtraman"

Anna Scarabel - "Reclaiming the Vedas: Svami KarapatrT’s Critique of European

Scholarship”

Panel 94 (H10): Dalit Little Magazines: Preserving the Past, Engaging with
the Future
Convenor: Nicole Thiara

® Shohini Barman - "Generating a Readership: A Study of Rajbanshi Children’s Little
Magazine Soyda"

e Chandra Sekhar Chakali - "Echoes of Change: Dalit Contributions to Christian
Periodicals in Colonial Telugu India "

e Rahul Hiraman Jondhale - "Marathi Dalit Periodicals and the Representation of Caste
Question”

® Balasubramaniam Jeyapal - "Unfurling Voices: The Role of Tamil Dalit Print Media from
1869 to 1970 in Shaping Public Discourse and Modern Identities"

Panel 48 (H13): Orientalism's 'Other": Islamic Studies, European Thought,
and South Asia

Convenors: Maria-Magdalena Pruss, Brannon Ingram, Francesca Chubb-
Confer

® Francesca Chubb-Confer - "World Religions, World Literatures, and the Translation of
Islam in South Asia"

® Antoinette Ferrand - "The “Indian Islam” through Egyptian eyes: Arab Orientalism and
the formation of national Islams"

® Abdul Sabur Kidwai - "The Many Lives of Muhammad: Sirah Writing in London "
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Maria-Magdalena Pruss - "Networks of Exchange: South Asian Muslims, European
Orientalism, and the Academic Study of Islam"

Panel 99 (H14): Registers of Discipline and Resistance: Politics of
Imprisonment in South Asian Prisons
Convenors: Jigisha Bhattacharya, Maria Tumiotto

Mary Abraham - "Of the Dialectic of Victimhood and Resistance in Prison Memoirs
Written by Women Political Prisoners in India"

Kamalpreet Kaur - "Political Prisoners or Ordinary Criminals? Defining the Category of
‘Political’ in the Hunger Strikes of Lahore Conspiracy Case Prisoners, 1929-1930"
Riddhi Pandey - "Locating Carceral Heritage in the Indian Independence Saga"

Maria Tumiotto - "A ‘great leveller’? Class, gender and activism in Bengali colonial
prisons through the accounts of bhadramahilas inmates”

Panel 111 (H15): Language-in-education policy across borders in South Asia
Convenor: Piplai Mondal Dripta

Himabindu Chintakunta - "Princely State, Regional Elite and the discourse around
education: Reading Golkonda Patrika and Hyderabad Samacharamu”

Dripta Piplai Mondal - "Language making in the borders"

Asifa Sultana - "Are Schools Protecting Indigenous Languages?: The role of language-in-
education policy on indigenous languages"

Panel 73 (UGX60): Reading Life Narratives in Modern Sanskrit Literature
Convenors: Lidia Sudyka, David Pierdominici Leao

Lidia Sudyka - "Modern Sanskrit Literature: From the autobiographical poem to formal
autobiography”

Valentina Ferrero - "How to become a grammarian: Bhavitavyanam dvarani bhavanti
sarvatra: atmakatha of Satyavratasastri (1930-2021)"

Marta Karcz - "The Autobiographical Echoes in Sivarajyodayam: S.B. Warnekar’s
Reflection in Shivaji's Biography"

David Pierdominici Ledo - "Across India to acclaim the new British Emperor:
biographical vicissitude and tracking movements in the
Sriramavarmavijayamahakavya"

Panel 56 (UGX61): Knowledge Production and Global Ties: Diverse Places,
Different Contexts in Colonial and Postcolonial India
Convenor: Swapna Banerjee
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Divya Kannan — "Save India's Children : Missionary Periodicals and Colonial
Childhoods"

Nainika Dinesh - "Exhibiting localized Christianity: Missionary exhibitions and
knowledge production in colonial India (1880-1950)"

Sudipa Topdar — "Catholic Nuns, Convent Schools, and Global Knowledge
Exchanges in Late Colonial India"

Pramiti Chatterjee — "Connecting the Global and the Local: Analysing the Archetypes
of Good and the Bad Women in Fairytales from Late Nineteenth through Early
Twentieth-Century India"

Panel 2 (Neue Aula): Are Religion and Human Rights (In)Compatible Value
Systems? Buddhist and Hindu Religious and Cultural Perspectives from
South and Southeast Asia (Roundtable Session)

Convenor: Antoinette DeNapoli

Sujata Gadkar-Wilcox - "Alternative Narratives as Vehicles for Social Transformation:
Learning from Ambedkar’s Approach to Buddhism and Particularized Justice"

Wynn Gadkar-Wilcox - "Thich Nit Diéu Khong, Moral Education, and Female Leadership
in Vietnam’s Buddhist Protests of 1963"

Laura Dudley Jenkins - "An Ambedkarite Woman'’s Perspectives on Buddhism and
Human Rights: An Oral History"

Anna Malavisi - "Understanding (in)compatibilities between Religion and Human
Rights"

Panel 116 (Theatersaal): Alternative Futures: Science Fiction from South
Asia
Convenor: Gregory Goulding

Maithri - "Life in the Yugantic Mode: Futurisms, India, and a Time between Worlds"
Aditi Das - "“We will prove, the purity of our culture”: Technology and History in
Anglophone Indian Science Fiction."

Gregory Goulding - "“Only a mere fantasy”: Ideas of Scarcity in Hindi Science Fiction"
Nudrat Kamal - "The Robot and the Ayyar: Tracing Technologies of the Marvelous in
Urdu and Hindi Tilismi Tales"

Panel 81 (Triplex 1016): Siting Contemporary Garhwal
Convenor: Brian Pennington

William S. Sax - "Vernacular Mantras in Uttarakhand"
Lokesh Ohri - "Infrastructures and Discontent in the Garhwal Himalayas"
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Panel 26 (Triplex 1017): Printing to Instruct and Instructing to Print in Early
Modern and Colonial South Asia
Convenors: Martina Palladino, Prakash Pranav

Kush Depala - "Handwriting, notes and marginalia: The story of the Adinarayankatha"
Bhakti Mamtora - "Between Mediums: The Dynamics of Religious Instruction in the
Nineteenth Century”

e Martina Palladino - "Adapted to Modern Requirements': Printing Avestan and Middle
Persian Manuals in Nineteenth-Century Bombay"

® Ameen Perumannil Sidhick - "Arabimalayala Aksaramala: Polemic of Script and
Language Pedagogy in Muslim Print Publics. "

October 2nd, 16:30-18:30
Panel 47 (HO1): The In(ter)disciplined Archive
Convenors: Jessica Albrecht, Tirthankar Chakraborty

® Oroosa Anwar - "Cooking Tips and Life Lessons: How Urdu Women'’s Digests Wrap
Around Muslim Lives"

® Percy Arfeen-Wegner & Shraddha Bhatawadekar - "Reconceptualizing the Archive:
Religious Buildings as Transcultural (Counter)Archives "

e Suddhadeep Mukherjee - "Archives that don’t (let you) sleep: Lost Woman, City, and the
Night in Mrinal Sen’s Ek Din Pratidin”

® Shyama Sadasivan - "Resisting Erasure: Hereditary Women Performers, Tamil Cinema,
and the Politics of Counter-Archives"

Panel 109 (HO02): Literary islands of Far South: pattu and other quixotic
archipelagos of songs
Convenors: Elena Mucciarelli, Cezary Galewicz

® Binesh Balan - "Understanding Torram: The Knowledge Transmission through Ritual
Songs among the Mavilans of South India"

® Deva Nandan Harikrishna - "Profane in the devotional: Bharanippattu as a subaltern
song culture and Hindutva."

® (Geetha Kaimathuruthil Wilson - "Karalman (Charlemagne) Performances as Sites of
Cultural Memory in the Cavittunatakam Musical Theater of Kerala, India"

® Elena Mucciarelli - "Performing Sonic textuality: a literary song ritual for the Goddess
Kuratti "

Panel 7 (H03): Money Matters: The Dynamics of Campaign Finance and
Politics-Business Relations in India
Convenor: Vignesh Rajahmani, Ward Berenschot

26



Conference Program
ECSAS 2025 Heidelberg, October 1-4

® Roma Casamitjana - "MLAs as Businessmen-Politicians in Northeast India: Profile,
Practices and Implications"

e Sofie Heintz - "From 'Aam' to 'Khaas': The AAP's Paradox of Anti-Corruption, Politics as
Business and Public Service Provision in Delhi"

® Erram Naveen Kumar - "Emerging Business-Elite Leadership and Vote-Buying
Strategies in Telangana’s Electoral Politics: Implications for Democratic Accountability”

o Kenneth Bo Nielsen - "Bovines, Beef, and the Political Economy of Modi’s India"

Panel 46 (H04): New Directions in Mahatmya Studies
Convenor: Jonas Buchholz

® Roland Ferenczi - "Setting a legendary scene: An imagined topography of Pukar in the
Pattinappalai”

e Olli-pekka Antero Littunen - "From City of Siva to World of Siva - Stock Expressions in a
Mahatmya in the Brahmapurana”

® Paras Mehta - "Kancisthanamahatmya: A Poetically Oriented Mahatmya Text"

Panel 98 (HO5): Land, Labour and Capital: Exploring the Contemporary
Agrarian Question in South Asia
Convenors: Sunit Arora, Prachi Bansal

® Navneet Kumar - "Changing Agrarian Relations and Rural Livelihoods: A Comparative
Analysis of Eastern and Western Uttar Pradesh, India"

® Gurpreet Singh - "Changing Patterns of Female Landownership in India and its Impact
on the Utilization of Public Services"

® Avanindra Thakur - "Socio-economic Inequality, Public Procurement and Agriculture
Prices across Indian States: Evidence from NSSO Unit Level Data. "

® Avinash Mani Tripathi - "Socio-Economic Determinants of Food Price Vulnerability in
South Asia: A Case Study of India"

Panel 83 (H06): Affective lives and (non-)reproductive strategies:
innovation, adaptation and crisis in global asceticisms
Convenor: Ruth Westoby

® Amy Langenberg - "Real Bhiksus Don’t Have Grhastha Sex: Revisiting Male Celibacy in
Classical South Asian Buddhism"

e Ruth Westoby - "A matrix of sexual practice: pro-sex and anti-sex, pro-natalist and anti-
natalist

e Fuko Kawamura - "Boundary between sacred and secular as observed in “Living
without a Man”: A Case Study of Women in Western Bhutan"

® Amanda Lucia - "The Crisis of Procreation: Regulating Sex in Global Guru Movements"
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Panel 44 (HO7): Narratives of Women, Violence and Memory in South Asia
Convenors: Monika Browarczyk, Balwant Kaur

® Monika Browarczyk - "Narratives of Violence against Women in Dalit Literary Public
Spheres of Hindi. A Case Study of “Dalit Sahitya (Varsiki)” and “Has” "

® Syeda Momina Masood - "Feminist Imaginations of Revenge and Redemption in Pashto
Cinema "

® Maria Puri - "Epistemic violence, women, and Hindi public sphere: An exploratory
survey of editorial practices in Hindi literary periodical Alocna"

® Pritha Sarkar - "Narrating Marital Rape in Web Series: Social and Cultural
Internalisation of Violence"

Roundtable (H08): 'Strategies For Navigating Sexual Harassment In The Academy'
Margrit Pernau, Lalita du Peron, Rumya Putcha, Ravinder Kaur, Kama Maclean

Panel 45 (H09): Agents of Change: Resistance Movements in South Asia
Convenor: Johanna BuB, Ira Sarma

e Md Moynul Haque - "Civil Resistance and Political Change in Bangladesh, 2024: The
Perspectives of Student Agency"

® Shruthy Harilal - "“Changing narrative in Theyyam performance- From resistance to
tangles of enslavement”"

® Hanna Werner - "A movement in the making? Resistant perspectives from the Indian
Himalayas"

Panel 94 (H10): Dalit Little Magazines: Preserving the Past, Engaging with
the Future
Convenor: Nicole Thiara

® Sayantan Mondal - "Recovering the Ephemeral: Production and Circulation of Bangla
Dalit Periodicals”

® Ramnarayan Rawat - "The Dalit Presses, Publication, and Patronage: The Mohalla
Archives and the Rise of Dalit Studies”

® Yashashwani Srinivasa - "Digital Marginalities: Politics of Time, Space and Little
Magazines of South Asia "

® Priyanka Srivastava - "Dalit Magazines: Challenges and Transformations in Delhi"

Panel 48 (H13): Orientalism's 'Other": Islamic Studies, European Thought,
and South Asia
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Convenors: Maria-Magdalena Pruss, Brannon Ingram, Francesca Chubb-
Confer

® Muskan Bakhshi - "Some Experiments in the Laboratory of Islam and Beyond:
Education in Fazlur Rahman’s Modernist Approach”
Brannon Ingram - "The (Not So) Strange Career of a Modernist Islamist Orientalist"
Jaideep Pandey - "Arabic and European Andalusi Histories in early-20th century
Hyderabad Deccan: Loss, Temporality and Translation"

Panel 99 (H14): Registers of Discipline and Resistance: Politics of
Imprisonment in South Asian Prisons
Convenors: Jigisha Bhattacharya, Maria Tumiotto

e Jigisha Bhattacharya - "Political Incarceration, Decolonisation and Internationalism in
20th Century India"

o Madhulagna Halder - "Experiencing Prison through Affect: Memory, Gender and History
in 1970s India"

® Takashi Miyamoto - "Incarceration and the Political: A Convict's Words and the
Postcolonial Afterlives of Kala Pant"

® Dheebika Periyasamy - "Post-War Carceral Spaces: Affective Dimensions of Tamil
Masculinities in Kuna Kaviazhagan’s The Poisoned Dream"

Panel 24 (H15): Rethinking the Archive of the Urban: Sensory Histories of
Modern South Asia
Convenor: Aparna Balachandran

® Aparna Balachandran - "Listening to the City: The Protestant soundscape of Early
Colonial Madras"

® Anik Biswas - "From Commentary to Comics: A Sensory Exploration of Football in Post-
Colonial Calcutta”

® Sagar Das - "“Calcutta streets calling ... I don’t see anything, I listen”: Semiotics of Urban
Noise and Postcolonial Bengali Poetry as an Aural Archive of Urbanism"
Riho Isaka - "Cultivating taste: Narratives of biscuits in colonial western India "

® Lisa Mitchell - "Cement, Rayon, Stainless Steel, and Rubber: Toward a Sensory
Microhistory of Twentieth Century India"

Panel 73 (UGX60): Reading Life Narratives in Modern Sanskrit Literature
Convenors: Lidia Sudyka, David Pierdominici Ledo

® Hermina Cielas Ledo - "A Portrait of an Indian Village in the 1950s-1970s Through
Selected Biographical Short Stories by Harshdev Madhav"
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Priyanka Mondal - "‘Bhaskarodayam’: A Peerless Tribute to the sublime life of
Rabindranath Tagore, the first Southeast Asian Noble Laureate”
Madhavi Narsalay - "Challenges in translating Dalit life-history into Sanskrit"

Panel 56 (UGX61): Knowledge Production and Global Ties: Diverse Places,
Different Contexts in Colonial and Postcolonial India
Convenor: Swapna Banerjee

Swapna Banerjee - "The “Father” at Home and the “Chacha” of the Nation: Jawaharlal
Nehru and his Global Vision of Education "

Titas De Sarkar — "“A World Devouring Thirst for Knowledge”: The ‘Global’ in the
Presidency College Student Magazine"

Manaswini Sen - "Mapping Transcontinental Socialism and Intellectual Networking in
Trade Union Movement of Late Colonial Bengal (1920- 1947)"
Deepa Nair - "History Education and redefining of Indian identity in the United States"

Panel 2 (Neue Aula): Are Religion and Human Rights (In)Compatible Value
Systems? Buddhist and Hindu Religious and Cultural Perspectives from
South and Southeast Asia (Roundtable Session)

Convenor: Antoinette E. DeNapoli

na

Lisa Battaglia -
Rights Discourses in the Thai Buddhist Monastic Context

Unlikely Alliances: Decolonizing Religion, Feminism, and Human
Neekee Chaturvedi - "Buddhist Nuns' Pursuit of Gender Justice: From Sacred Texts to
Monastic Life in Himachal"

Antoinette Denapoli - "Are the Concepts of Gender Equality and Autonomy Compatible
with Hindu Religious Worldviews?: A Female Hindu Guru'’s Perspective from India "
Claire Maes - "(In)compatible Human Rights? The Legal and Ethical Debate over the Jain
Religious Practice of Fasting to Death"

Panel 116 (Theatersaal): Alternative Futures: Science Fiction from South
Asia
Convenor: Gregory Goulding

na

Andrew Halladay - "“Aliens, Monsters, and Flying Saucers: Indian Space Films and the
Spector of the Cold War”"

Hans Harder - "SciFi classics in Tamil: Sujatha’s short stories"

Rahul Parson - "The Ghosts of Futures Canceled: The Hauntological in Film and
Literature of New India"
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® Shreya Prasad - "On the Margins of Science and Fantasy: An Investigation into the
Worldbuilding Strategies of Udayasankar, Basu and Dhar"

Panel 64 (Triplex 1016): Regulating Behaviour, Governing Lives: Everyday
Narratives about Decoloniality
Convenor: Anindita Chakrabarti

e Namrata Hazarika - "Religious governance of the everyday life: an ethnographic inquiry
of Barpeta Satra in Assam"

o Kalindi Kokal - "Moments of Decolonisation in Indian Women's Navigations of
Interpersonal Conflict"

® (Catherine Larouche - "Secular governance and religious NGOs in India: A decolonial
perspective”

® Puja-arti Patel - "Bureaucrats and the limits of decolonial imagination in Gujarat, India"

Panel 26 (Triplex 1017): Printing to Instruct and Instructing to Print in Early
Modern and Colonial South Asia
Convenor: Martina Palladino, Prakash Pranav

® Devyani Bhosale - "Understanding the Everyday Identity Formation Through Anti-
Caste Popular Prints within the Urban Spaces of Mumbai "
Rosina Pastore - "Printing to Instruct Vedanta through the Ramcaritmanas”

e Pranav Prakash - "How Unorthodox Printing sought to transform Colonial Mithila? "

e N S Gundur - Vernacular Publishing Houses in South Asia: A Biography of Manohara
Grantha

October 3rd, 08:30-10:30

Panel 59 (HO1): Sensing the Past: New Perspectives on Early Modern and
Modern South Asia

Convenors: Gianni Sievers, Neha Vermani

e William Hofmann - "Spiritual Markets and Sensory Regimes: Gift Exchange and Early
Hindi Song in the Construction of Sufi Authority"
Neha Vermani - "Sultans of Delight: The Politics of Pleasure at the Mandu Sultanate"

="

Shaahin Pishbin - "Sensing Wonder in Munir LahorT’s "Manifestation of the Rose

nn

® 7o0é High - "“To make a homeland in the heart’: Iranian listeners of Indian music in
Mughal South Asia"

Panel 125 (H02): Relating Heritage and Activism: Placemaking, Solidarity
and Erasure in South Asia
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Convenors: Stefanie Lotter, Christiane Brosius, Monica Mottin

Christiane Brosius - "Heritage as placemaking through artistic means"
Diego Jaimes-Nifio - "Practice-based approaches to urban built heritage in the historic
centers of the Kathmandu Valley"

® (ita V. Pai - "#BringOurGodsHome: Political mobilization and civic engagement in
reclaiming India’s stolen cultural heritage”

® Monica Mottin - "Festivals and melas: activism and aesthetic commons in
Janakpurdham, Nepal"

Panel 55 (H03): Woven Braids: Crime, Capitalism, and the State in South
Asia
Convenors: Chiara Arnavas, Arild Engelsen Ruud

Lucia Michelutti - "Honey Traps: Lawfare as Business "

Aditi Saraf - "Cash, Cashlessness and Criminality: Hawala in the Indian political

imagination”

David Jackman - "The return of ‘Top Terror’ in post-revolutionary Bangladesh”
® Ashraf Hoque - " Weaponising Credibility: Lawfare, Bureaucratic Violence, and

Bangladeshi Asylum Seekers in the UK"

Panel 108 (H04): PURANA Media: Materiality and Cultural Production in
South Asia
Convenors: Elizabeth Cecil, Peter Bisschop, Avni Chag

® Elmar Josef Renner - "Puranas in Contemporary Vedanta Discourses: Acharya Prashant
Decoding Stories of Divine Beings"
James Mallinson - "Yogi Pilgrimage and Puranic Lore in the Srinathatirthavali"
Peter Bisschop -
Worldmaking"

ma

The Making is a Remaking”: Puranic Textual Variation as a Way of

Panel 28 (HO05): Kaun?-spiracies: Casting light on the formation, seduction,
and utilization of conspiratorial tropes in South Asia
Convenor: Jiirgen Schaflechner

® Peter Gottschalk- "Emotion and Affect Invoked in News Reporting on the “Muslim
Conspiracy” Behind the Indian Rebellion of 1857"

® Juergen Schaflechner - "Alleging Jewish Life in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. An
ethnography of the secret.”
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Meheli Sen - "Boycott Bollywood! Gossip, Contagion, and the Curious Case of Sushant
Singh Rajput”

Sarbani Sharma - "Conspiracies & Imaginations of Deep State: Everyday State and
Politics of Surveillance in Kashmir"

Panel 87 (H06): Traditional Indian Scholarship on Advaita Vedanta in
Colonial India
Convenors: Michael Bergunder, Julian Strube

Jonathan Duquette - "The Sanskritic production on Advaita Vedanta in brahmin
settlements from the Kaveri delta, 1700-1950"

Bergunder Michael - Non-Brahman scholarship on Advaita Vedanta in the Tamil
language in the 19th century and its eclipse by the Saiva Siddhanta revival

Mukesh Kumar - "One Caste, One God and One Religion: An Interpretative Analysis of
the Advaita Doctrines of Sree Narayana Guru”

Sunny Kumar - " Positing Krishna against Sankara: An Analysis of Lajpat Rai’s The
Message of The Bhagawad Gita and and Yogiraj Srikrishna"

Panel 32 (H07): Negotiating Gender and Identity: Ethnographies on
Education in South Asia
Convenor: Yamini Agarwal

Hem Borker - "Rethinking Gender and Agency: Educational Journeys of Madrasa
students in India "

Pronita Dutta - "Disconnected Dreams: Educational Challenges of Hindu Minority Girls
in Rural Bangladesh During Covid-19"

Rupamanjari Hegde - "Negotiating Gender Norms and Reimagining Citizenship: An
Ethnographic Study in a Minority School in Delhi India"

Yamini Agarwal - "Ideal’ Sikh in a Religious Minority School: Negotiated Identities,
Global Aspirations”

Panel 92 (H08): Gender Question: Ideology and Politics of Representation in
South Asian Audiovisual Cultures
Convenors: Sarunas Paunksnis, Runa Chakraborty Paunksnis

Runa Chakraborty Paunksnis - "Mis/representation: Hindi SVOD Platforms and the
Construction of New Dalit Woman "

Valeria Giampietri - "Menstrual Visibility in Mumbai: A Participatory Visual Approach”
Kamila Junik - "Bodies Unseen: Gendered Exclusion and Activism in Contemporary
Pakistan"

Prerna Subramanian — "Contesting Mobility: Trans-led Cinema and Gendered
Representations of Movement in South Asian Media"
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Panel 20 (H09): Rethinking caste and violence in South Asia
Convenors: Dag Erik Berg, David L Lal, Shailaja Menon

L David Lal - "Marked by Caste, Silenced by Power: The Case of Rajni"
Rahul Raj - "Caste and Infrastructural Violence: Experiences of Dispossession, Denial
and Dehumanisation of Dalit Waste Workers in Patna”

® David Singh - "Infrastructures of caste and violence: fueling political transformations in
India’s wind energy sector "

® Jyoti Diwakar - "Intersectionality of Caste Violence: From the Standpoint of Anti-Caste
Activists"

Panel 100 (H10): Navigating the City: Civic Life and Everyday Worlds in the
Urban in South Asia
Convenor: Anshu Saluja

® Sourina Bej - "While circling back to the city: patterns of demarcations through Bengali
labour migrant’s lived experiences in Kerala"

e Stefan Binder - "“Radical Interdependence” in the City: On the spatial conditions of
navigating queer and trans embodiments in Hyderabad (India)"

® Madhubarna Dhar - "World-Class Aspirations and Everyday Realities: Understanding
Survival, Politics and Resistance of Street Vendors in Kolkata, West Bengal

® Anshu Saluja - "Contested Imaginaries of Inhabitation: Navigating Insecurity in
Contemporary Urban India"

Panel 34 (H14): Histories of Adivasis/ Indigenous Peoples of Jharkhand and
Central India and of Northeast India: Intersecting Journeys
Convenors: Sangeeta Dasgupta, Vinita Damodaran

® Mrigakshi Das - "Resonating Roots: Exploring the Literary Dialogue Between North-East
Tribes and Adivasis "

® Sudeshna Guha - "Seeing Tribes, Types and Photographs: Photography’s Civic
Negotiations"

® Brinda Kumar - "Quandaries of Developmentalism: Framing Research on Central and
Northeast India"

® Sangeeta Dasgupta - "Reading Man in India, Tracing Anthropological Narratives"
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Panel 40 (H15): Temporal Orders of Household: Past and Present
Convenor: Nitin Sinha

® Sagnik Kar - "Keeping time at home: Understanding the domestic space in late 19th-
early 20th century Calcutta through the mechanical time device "

e Nitin Varma - "Paid Domestic Work and Temporal organisation of Households in the
late 19th and early 20th century Eastern India.”

® Amrita Chattopadhyay - "Mughal Objects, Temporal Order and Material Practices of
Household in Early Modern India (16th-18th century)"

® Madhuvadhani M - "Home’ as a Site of Accumulation of Capital: A Gendered
Understanding of Home-based Work in the Global Circuits of Capital”

Panel 107 (UGX60): Recovering Lost Works. Traces and Methods
Convenors: Andrew Ollett, Christine Chojnacki

Leo Nelson-Jones - "Does the Poruliyal even exist?"
Sarah Taylor - “Scriptural Loss as Destiny or the Jain Srutaskhandha”
Jens-Uwe Hartmann - "Searching for the white elephant: Did ASvaghosa ever write a
Satralamkara?"
® Andrew Ollett - "Lost Meters"

Panel 22 (UGX61): The Cutting Edge - Peripheries as Living Laboratories for
South Asia's Urban Future
Convenors: Alexander Follmann, Kennedy Loraine

e Eric Denis, Adele Esposito, Neha Sami - "Reimagining the promise of infrastructure
from below: A proposed research agenda”

e Karin Pfeffer, Tanuj Pareek, Divyani Kohli, Alexander Follmann - "Spatial-temporal
trajectories in the peri-urban region of Chennai, India: a spatial methodology"

® Akshay Anand, Karin Pfeffer - "Co-Creating Peri-Urban Lake Futures: A Scenario-Based
Approach to Developing Socio-Ecological Indicators”

® Ranjana Raghunathan - "Villages of a City: An ethnohistorical account of a peri-urban
precinct in Bangalore, India"

Panel 75 (Neue Aula): Secular Lives & Nonreligiosity in South Asia
Convenors: Johannes Quack, Amelie Blom, Jacob Copeman

® Mustafa Kamal - "ex-Centricity, Ambivalence, Embodiment, and Situational
Nonreligiosity in Josh Malihabadi's Poetry"
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® Amelie Blom - "Secular misfits: Trajectories of doubt and dissidence in contemporary
Pakistan"
Jacob Copeman - "On rationalist-Hindutva conflictuality in Indian Punjab "
Meera Gopakumar - "Holidays "in the name of": Mathethara Calendar and its Everyday
Rationality"

Panel 36 (Theatersaal): Margins of edibility: Non-food in South Asian
literatures
Convenors: Justyna Kurowska, Sayan Chattopadhyay

Patricia Sauthoff - "Eating non-foods on the way to immortality"
Joanna Flynn - "Rigid and fluid boundaries - exploring two dimensions of the non-
edible in Jainism"

e Sayan Chattopadhyay - "“A Gobful of Goatshit”: Opium as Non-food in Amitav Ghosh'’s
Sea of Poppies"

® Sourit Bhattacharya - "‘Eating Offal’: Caste and Famine Food in Indian Literatures”

Panel 101 (Triplex 1016): The Indian National Emergency (1975 - 1977) and
its afterlife: a reflection through cultural production 50 years on
Convenors: Deimantas Valanciunas, Clelia Clini

® Deimantas Valanciunas - "“Break All the Rules!”: Revisiting 'Khubsoorat' (1980) as a
Cinematic Reflection on the National Emergency”

® Mohamed Shafeeq Karinkurayil - "The Case of the Missing Masses: The Emergency
Period in Two Malayalam Films"

® Kristina Dolinina - "A Silence That Says So Much: The Dance World During India's
Emergency (1975-1977) and Its Aftermath"

Panel 19 (Triplex 1017): The Poiesis of Decolonization in South Asia:
Comparative Perspectives
Convenors: Mahmoud Al-Zayed, Preeti Singh

® Jonathan Koshy Varghese - "(de)colonial cartographies and epistemic reimagining in
Francis Itty Cora"

® Srimati Ghosal - "Magazine Manifestoes: The formation of Third World Literary
Aesthetics through the Magazine Format."

e Mahmoud Al-Zayed - "Malek Bennabi Reading Gandhi: On the Means and Ends of
Decolonization"

e Dibyangee Saha - "Exhuming the Nation: Frantz Fanon & M. N. Roy on Decolonising
(through) Marxism”
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October 3rd, 11:00-13:00

Panel 59 (HO1): Sensing the Past: New Perspectives on Early Modern and
Modern South Asia

Convenor: Gianni Sievers, Neha Vermani

® Simon Leese - "Arabic Echoes and Persian Refrains: Devotional Poetry and
Intersonicality in Eighteenth- And Nineteenth-Century North India"

® Gianni Sievers - "Sounds of Revolt, Echoes of Defeat: Delhi’s Soundscape and the
Uprising of 1857"

® Daniela De Simone, Letizia Trinco - "Sensing the landscape: Colonial transformations of
smell- and soundscapes in the Nilgiri Mountains, South India"

® Siobhan Lambert-Hurley - "The loss of taste: memory, the senses and everyday eating in
Delhi"

Panel 125 (H02): Relating Heritage and Activism: Placemaking, Solidarity
and Erasure in South Asia
Convenors: Stefanie Lotter, Christiane Brosius, Monica Mottin

® Sara Mondini - "Reshaping and promoting the Muslim identity through the
transformation of architectural vocabularies? The case of Keralan mosques”

® Pushpa Palanchoke - " When Preservation Silences: The Heritization of a Women'’s
Musical Tradition in Nepal”

® Binita Magaiya - "Understanding activism through the process of heritage
reconstruction: A case study of Kasthamandap”

® Abhiri Sanfui - "Heritage, Mobilisation, And Resistance: Reclaiming The Poundra Legacy
Through Dhurjati Naskar’s Locally Empowered Initiatives"

Panel 55 (H03): Woven Braids: Crime, Capitalism, and the State in South
Asia
Convenors: Chiara Arnavas, Arild Engelsen Ruud

® Nicolas Martin - "Failed Expectations: Agrarian Capitalism, Political Rent-Seeking, and
the Crisis of Governance in Punjab"

e Chiara Arnavas - "How Does Intreccio work? Muslim Criminalization and Land Mafia In
West Bengal, India"

e Patrik Oskarsso, Nikas Kindo - “Coal criminality: ‘Pilfering’, extortion and corruption for
national energy security”

® Thibault Lukacs - "Murder, money, fear and charity: the making of “Mafya Dons” in the
coal capital of India"

Panel 108 (H04): PURANA Media: Materiality and Cultural Production in
South Asia

37



Conference Program
ECSAS 2025 Heidelberg, October 1-4

Convenors: Elizabeth Cecil, Peter Bisschop, Avni Chag

e Fatima Barahona Fonseca - "Arunachala in Transition: Materiality, Puranic Narratives,
and Contemporary Cultural Production in South Asia

® Sandra Sattler - "The Architecture of Myth: Programmatic Patterns in Temples of North
India and Their Puranic Inflections"

® Saran Suebsantiwongse - "Cosmic Balance and Cultural Legacy: The Puranic Roots of
Thailand’s Swing Ceremony"

e Elizabeth Cecil - "The Descent of the Ganga in the Land of the Khmer"

Panel 87 (H06): Traditional Indian Scholarship on Advaita Vedanta in
Colonial India
Convenors: Michael Bergunder, Julian Strube

® Sonali Purushottam Kale - "Non-Brahmin Approach to Advaita Vedanta in Colonial
Western India
Julian Strube - "Tantra and Advaita Vedanta in the Writings of Bengali Shakta Pandits"
Philipp Sperner - "Ramchandra Shukla as translator of Ernst Haeckel’s "Weltratsel":
Vedanta, Monism and the Search for a Modern Rational Religion"

Panel 114 (H07): Feminist Worldmaking: Dismantling Brahminical patriarchy
as methodology and praxis
Convenor: Nithya Kothenmaril

® Nithya Kothenmaril - "Reclaiming Narratives, Reshaping Feminism: Dalit Women in
Knowledge Production”

® Yashashwani Srinivasa - "Dalit Women's Voices and the Politics of Feminist World-
Making: Intervening in Brahminical Historiography"

® MayaKS - "Socio-Economic and Cultural Transformations: A Study of Dalit Women's
Experiences in Kerala's Caste Colonies (Ghettos)"

Panel 92 (H08): Gender Question: Ideology and Politics of Representation in
South Asian Audiovisual Cultures
Convenors: Sarunas Paunksnis, Runa Chakraborty Paunksnis

® Sarunas Paunksnis - "Transforming Masculinities: Media and Social Change in 21st
Century India"

® Aishani Pande - "“Apna Time Aayega” (“Our Time Will Come”): Post-Crisis Masculinity
and the Rags-to-Riches Hero in New Hindi Cinema”

® Subham Basak - "By the Men, For the Men: Online user-generated content and gender
attitudes among young men from underprivileged backgrounds in Kolkata (India)"
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Panel 20 (H09): Rethinking caste and violence in South Asia
Convenors: Dag Erik Berg, David L Lal, Shailaja Menon

Jadumani Mahanand - "The Problem of Caste Violence and Death"
Dag-erik Berg - "Power and the persistence of caste-based domination"

® Mukesh Thakur - "Caste and Structural Violence: Contextualizing Sewer Deaths of
Valmiki Community in Delhi"

Panel 100 (H10): Navigating the City: Civic Life and Everyday Worlds in the
Urban in South Asia
Convenor: Anshu Saluja

® Lalitha Muthu - "Urban Renewal and Caste Dynamics: Political Assertion and
Subversion of Dalit Localities in Pondicherry"

e Varun Patil - "Gendering Urban renewal: A loft resident and a tenant’s struggle for
recognition for rehabilitation in Dharavi”
Armaan Alkazi — "Life and Death on the Street"
Samuel Moses — "Ecophobia, Caste, and Urban Spaces: An Ecocritical Analysis"

Panel 115 (H13): New Directions in Partition Studies
Convenors: Sandrine Soukai, Laurence Gautier

e Sumedha Bhattacharyya — "Singing in silence: kitchen, shongshaar, and women’s
memory-making after Partition"

e Sandrine Soukai — "Multidirectional and archipelagic memory of Partition and
indenture in Ismith Khan’s The Jumbie Bird"

e Mohit Abrol — Drawn Lines in/as This Side That Side: A socio-analytic study of
Partition Narratives

Panel 34 (H14): Histories of Adivasis/ Indigenous Peoples of Jharkhand and
Central India and of Northeast India: Intersecting Journeys
Convenors: Sangeeta Dasgupta, Vinita Damodaran

Reeju Ray - " Legal Reform and Minority (in) Law 1874-1947"

e (Cecile Guillaume Pey - "“We are Israel’. Identity assertions among ethnic groups on the
Indo-Myanmar border”

® Madhusmita Dungdung - "Jal, Jungle, Jameen: Adivasi Dispossession and the Paradox of
Development in Odisha, India"

e Abhilash Medhi - "Colonial reformism and the indexing of native and settler in

northeast India"
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Panel 107 (UGX60): Recovering Lost Works. Traces and Methods
Convenors: Andrew Ollett, Christine Chojnacki

® Aparna Srivastava - "Ephemera and Embodied Desire: Recovering the Mohamana
Varnam Dance-Drama of the Tafijaviir Marathas through Oral Records and Lost
Feminine Poetics"

® Shubham Arora - "Analyzing an unknown manuscript on “Sayanopacara:” An
abridgement of Dattaka’s work on courtesanry”

® Marcus Schmiicker - "On the Lost Nyayatattva of Nathamuni: A Reconstruction of Its
Reception in Later Works"

® Christine Chojnacki - "Jine$vara’s lost Nivvanalilavai (1035): Tracking its Contents and
Functions”

Panel 22 (UGX61): The Cutting Edge - Peripheries as Living Laboratories for
South Asia's Urban Future
Convenors: Alexander Follmann, Kennedy Loraine

® C(Carol Upadhya - "Reengineering a Watery Landscape: Value Struggles in a Greenfield
City Project”

® Sumit Vij, Nijland Hilde - "What will happen to our commons? Contesting discourses
and the future of the wetlands in peri-urban Guwahati, India"

® (Glyn Williams, Karen Coelho - "Losing a Place in the City at the Urban Frontier?
Peripheralisation as Disconnection in Indian Low-Income Housing Projects”

® Loraine Kennedy - "Sub-metropolitan patterns of local governance in relation to specific
urban development trajectories in Chennai, India"

Panel 75 (Neue Aula): Secular Lives & Nonreligiosity in South Asia
Convenors: Johannes Quack, Amelie Blom, Jacob Copeman

® Barathy M.G. - "Treatise on the Institution of Varna: Masilamony Moodaliar and the
Making of Modern Non-religion in Colonial Tamil Nadu"

e Johannes Quack - "

Ambivalent State "

® Prathiksha Srinivasa - "Secular Longing: Memory, Identity, and the Politics of Nostalgia

We only exposed a few things’: Rationalist Dissentiments and the

in Contemporary India"

Panel 36 (Theatersaal): Margins of edibility: Non-food in South Asian
literatures
Convenors: Justyna Kurowska, Sayan Chattopadhyay
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Diksha Beniwal - "We are 'not' what we eat: Food and dalit identity in Om Prakash
Valmiki's Joothan"

Gizem Damla Cakmak - "Spectral Hunger: Transgressive Eating as Feminist Resistance
in Fire on the Mountain"

Justyna Kurowska - "Food of trauma - eating ‘non-food’ during the Bengal Famine of
1943 in Hindi narratives"

Tara Sheemar - "Food for Jest: Sanskrit Satirical Allegories and ‘Non-Food'"

Panel 101 (Triplex 1016): The Indian National Emergency (1975 - 1977) and
its afterlife: a reflection through cultural production 50 years on
Convenors: Deimantas Valancitnas, Clelia Clini

Clelia Clini - "Revisiting the Emergency: contested memories and the Sikh diasporic
community"

Vivek Kumar Shukla - "Memories of National emergency in Hindi Fiction: from
suppression to expression "

Sabita Manian - “Prelude to the Emergency: Domestic and Global Politics in the
Lowlands and The Lives of Others”

Panel 19 (Triplex 1017): The Poiesis of Decolonization in South Asia:
Comparative Perspectives
Convenors: Mahmoud Al-Zayed, Preeti Singh

Srishti Narain - "Anticolonialism as Violent Revolution: M.N. Roy on the Right of Self-
Determination (1920s-30s)"

Rashi Mishra - "Staging the Law: Pathalgadi Movement as a Decolonial Practice"
Javed Igbal Wani - "Face-lifting Colonial Policing Institutions in Newly Independent
India"

October 3rd, 15:45-17:45

Panel 14 (HO1): Performing Womanhood: Women's Language in Premodern
South Asia

Convenors: Sivan Goren-Arzony, Talia Ariav

Gil Ben-Herut - "Multiple Voices in Akka Mahadévi’s Devotional Poetry"

Anjana M Nair - "Public Stages, Privy Chambers: Theatricality and Dual Performativity
of Ganika-Kulastri Dynamics in Early Medieval Sanskrit Kavyas (4 to 8 century CE)"
Kartik Maini - "Bahinabai's Early Modernity"

Sivan Goren-Arzony - "A Space to Speak: Female Voices from 15th Century Kerala"
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Panel 52 (H02): Unpacking the post-secular nation: Heritage sites and
national consciousness in postcolonial India
Convenors: Tommaso Bobbio, Shraddha Kumbhojkar

® Sweta Singh - "Echoes of a Lost Legacy: Unravelling the Fadig Identity and Heritage of
the Calcutta Jews in Post-Colonial India"

® Shraddha Kumbhojkar - " Nationalist Interpretations of the Vedic Heritage"
Tommaso Bobbio - "Monuments as Archives: Bhima Koregaon and the rethinking of
caste and secularism in post-colonial India (1818-2018)"

e Kanika Singh - "Sikh Memorials for 1984"

Panel 58 (H03): Law on the Ground in a Time of Indian Political
Transformation
Convenors: Sandhya Fuchs, Acevedo Deepa Das

® Mayur Suresh, Lubhyathi Rangarajan, Yesmin Fariya - "What is authoritarian legality?
Lawyers and legal consciousness in contemporary India. "

e Sourya Bandyopadhyay, Uday Shankar - "PILs for Democracy: Exploring the Nature of
Judicial Power in Indian High Courts"

® Atreyee Sengupta - "Locating the Injustice in Sexual Harassment: Perspectives from
Public Universities in India"

o Sandhya Fuchs - "Legal Polysemy: On the Emergence of an Autocratic Hermeneutics of
Hate Speech in India”

Panel 63 (H04): Gender and Sexual Diversity in South Asia: Cultural
Connections in Contemporary Practice, Activism, and Attitudes
Convenors: Marion Wettstein, Alaka Chudal

® Marie Sophie Schild - "Navigating Identities: Lived Experiences of LGBTQIA+
Individuals within Societal and Familial Expectations in Nepal"

® Jessica Vantine Birkenholtz - "Cows, Khyas, and More: Religious and Cultural Inflections
in Queer Worldmaking in Nepal”
Marion Wettstein - "Recent Discourses on Queer Heritage in Nepal”
Alaka Atreya Chudal - "Connecting with the Cultural Past: Hindu Myths and Queer
Voices in Nepal”

Panel 76 (HO5): Discourses, Narratives, Stories and Contestations from the
Margins
Convenors: Peter B. Andersen, Sanjukta Das Gupta, Amit Prakash

e Warda Javed, Zubia Mumtaz - "Keeping the poor poor: how Pakistan’s elite capitalize on
inequity”
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Lisa Spinelli - "Negotiating Memory in Exile: Tibetan Performative Arts in Kathmandu"
Sanjukta Das Gupta - "Reviving Traditions: Puppetry and story-telling among the
Santals of eastern India"

ne

® Marilena Proietti - "“Do not say anything, Sajoni Kisku!”: Narratives of Adivasi Women

Heroism between History and Poetry”

Panel 8 (H06): Contextualizing 'Divination: Perspectives from South Asia
Convenors: Jha Trisha, Megha Yadav

® Trisha Jha - “Locating Angavijja: Prognostication in Jaina Tradition (c. First Century BCE

- Sixth Century CE)”
® Megha Yadav - “Early Buddhism and Oneiromancy: Questions of Philosophy, Power, and
Gender”

® Xiaogiang Meng - "Myth as Critique: Buddhist Perspectives on Divination in the
Saddharmasmrtyupasthanasutra”
e Baur Dominique - Wild encounters? - Animal omens in three of Varahamihira’s works

Panel 79 (HO7): Politics of Feminist and Queer Knowledge Production in
South Asia: Interrogating Intersectionality and Coloniality
Convenors: Govinda Radhika, Ganesh Sambhavi

o Radhika Govinda - "Interrogating coloniality, pursuing intersectionality and nurturing
hope in knowledge-making on feminist politics in India and beyond"

e Nithila Kanagasabai - "Decolonise, but from whence?: Interrogating knowledge
production practices from within the Global South

e Saad Khan - “Historiography of sexuality in post-colonial Pakistan (1950s-1990s):
Sexual desire(s), erotic imaginary(s) and the politics of self in Urdu pulp fiction”

Panel 18 (H08): Violent Encounters: Understanding Violence as a "Form" of
Social Experience in South Asia
Convenor: Valentina Barnabei

e Valentina Barnabei - "Challenging Spatial and Cultural Exclusion: Narratives of
Pandemic Realities and Labor Struggles in Delhi's Bastis"

® Khushboo Jain - "The Violence of Protection: Child Labour Laws and the Suppression of
Agency"

® Priyanka Kotamraju - "Mobility as Violence: Dalit Women’s Negotiations, Resistance,
and the Limits of Sanskritization"
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Justyna Wisniewska-Singh - "Communal Violence and Cow Protection in Early Hindi
Novels: Negotiating Harmony and Historical Memory"

Panel 38 (H09): Anti-caste Experiments in Indian Cinema: Figures,
Aesthetics, and Technology
Convenors: Manju Edachira, Leonard Dickens

Shyma P - "Reconstitutive Aesthetics and Fight Scene Choreography in Malayalam
Cinema”

Aadhavan Pazhani - "‘He who stood up for Tamils is a Tamil’: Affinity, Affect, and
Identity in anti-caste Tamil Cinema"

Shainal Verma - "Interrogating ‘Anti-Caste Feminism’ of Manju Mai in Laapta Ladies”

Panel 43 (H10): Layered Dynamics, Enmeshed Connections: Courtly Spaces in

Islamicate South Asia, c. 1000-1800
Convenors: Anna Kollatz, Shounak Ghosh, Emma Kalb

IIsa Abdul Razzak - "Rethinking Authority: Negotiating Jurisprudence Inside and
Outside Aurangzeb’s Court”

Shayan Rajani - "Women and the World: The Dynamic Infrastructure of Gender
Segregation in the Mughal Empire"

Maham Naseer - "Courtesans and Courtly Spaces: Mah Laqa and the Intersection of
Gender, Authority, and Creativity"

Emma Kalb - "Violations of Courtly Space and Courtly Protocol in the Reign of Ahmad
Shah"

Panel 115 (H13): New Directions in Partition Studies
Convenors: Sandrine Soukai, Laurence Gautier

Abhilasha Sawlani — "Routes of Return: A Study of Post-Partition Sindhi
Travelogues"

Rupal Bansal — "I have been awake ever since [ have come here’: Sleep, Space and
Madness in Partition Literature"

Laurence Gautier — "Guardians of the faith and “true” secularism: Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind and religious education in post-partition India"

Panel 68 (H15): Embedded Ownership: Tracing Indic Property Notions
Across History
Convenor: Simon Cubelic

Timothy Lubin - "The Incidents of Ownership in Hindu-Buddhist India, Java, and Bali"
Samuel Wright - "The Metaphysics of Debt in Early Modern India"
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Zotter Christof - "The renouncers' properties”
Simon Cubelic - "Sacred Trusts and State Law: Guthi Property in Nepal’s Ain of 1854"

Panel 107 (UGX60): Recovering Lost Works. Traces and Methods
Convenors: Andrew Ollett, Christine Chojnacki

Schlosser Andrea - “Lost and Found. The Buddhist literature of Gandhara.”
Stefan Baums - "Found Manuscripts, Disappearing Texts: Gandhari Dharmapadas and
Arthapadas”

® Naresh Keerthi - "Lost and Found in Citations: Divakara's Lexicon of Aesthetic
Emotions"

® (Gleb Sharygin - "Mayajala-siitra as an important new canonical source-text"

Panel 51 (UGX61): Intergenerational Innovation in South Asian Lifeworlds
Convenor: Jennifer Ortegren

Amy Allocco - "Generational Innovation among Tamil Hindu Ritual Drummers "
Emilia Bachrach - "South Asian Women'’s Innovations of Commercial Sites as Religious
Spaces in Barcelona"

® Anusha Hariharan - "Formations of feminist thalaimurai: intergenerationality, memory
and care in Tamil political life"

® Leena Sharma - “Skateboarding Beyond Youth: Intergenerational Ties and Cultural
Innovation in South Asia”

Podium Discussion (Neue Aula) "Researching South Asia In A Polarized World:
Academic Freedom And Strategies Across Borders"

e Elizabeth Cecil

e Deepra Dandekar

e Jorg Gengnagel

e Egor Novikov

e Holger Radke

e Moderator: Maria Framke

Panel 71 (Theatersaal): Early Modern and Modern Retellings: Texts, Theatre
and Performance
Convenors: Diana Dimitrova, Nadia Cattoni

® John Nemec - "The Brhatkatha Re-told Again, and Again: The Double-narrative of
Somadeva’s _Kathasaritsagara_and Cruelty in its Contemporary Retelling"
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® Nadia Cattoni - "Adapting the Classics in Braj: The Sakuntala Nataka by Nevaz (1682-
1762)"

® Diana Dimitrova - "Reframing Women and the Nation in the Plays of Jayshankar Prasad"

Panel 33 (Triplex 1016): Beyond the Island: The Categorization of Ethnicity
in Colonial Lanka in the Indian Ocean Context
Convenors: Shamara Wettimuny, Torsten Tschacher

® Torsten Tschacher - "Distinguishing “Moors” and “Tamils” in the Early Modern Bay of
Bengal"

® Luc Bulten, Dries Lyna - "Classifications at Work: Social Categories and Dutch
Bureaucracy in Colonial Sri Lanka"

® Pouwel Van Schooten - "A suitable girl? Marriage and Descendants of Enslaved People
in 18th-century Galle, Sri Lanka"

Panel 60 (Triplex 1017): New Perspectives in the Study of Isma'ilism in
South Asia: Institutions, Economies, and Ethics
Convenors: Gupta Vineet, Timothy Cooper

® Vineet Gupta - "The Lord in the Court of Law: Reform, Property, and the Community,
1917-1948"

® Sumaiya Hamdani - "Diaspora and Identity in the Indian Ocean: The Fatimid Legacy
among the Bohras of India."

® Danish Khan - "“Islamic Research Association’ in colonial Bombay and the making of
modern Isma’ilism"

® Michael O’Sullivan - "Banking, Ismaili Law, and Islamic Finance in the Daudi Bohra
Jama’at, 1900-1970”

October 3rd, 18:15-20:15

Panel 14 (HO1): Performing Womanhood: Women's Language in Premodern
South Asia

Convenors: Sivan Goren-Arzony, Talia Ariav

® Harshita Mruthinti Kamath - "Power, Gender, and Vocal Guising in Annamayya’s
Srngara Songs"
Elisa Ganser - "Taxonomies of womanhood on the vernacular stage"
Maayan Nidbach - "On Being a Woman: Siirpanakha on the Kiitiyattam Stage"

® Talia Ariav - "Staged revisions of gendered labor: Voices from Early Maratha Thanjavur”
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Panel 52 (H02): Unpacking the post-secular nation: Heritage sites and
national consciousness in postcolonial India
Convenors: Tommaso Bobbio, Shraddha Kumbhojkar

® Karan Saharya - "Nationalist Frames & Colonial Frameworks: Contested Narratives of
Space, Heritage & Identity in the Gyanvapi-Vishwanath Precinct of Varanasi”

® Rashmi Viswanathan - "A Modern Heritage"
Shruti Patel - "Post-secular Heritage: Mapping Wonder and History in Contemporary
Ahmedabad"

e Karline McLain, "Rise of the Monumental Spinning Wheel: The Charkha and Its
Meanings after Gandhi."

Panel 58 (H03): Law on the Ground in a Time of Indian Political
Transformation
Convenors: Sandhya Fuchs, Acevedo Deepa Das

® Moyukh Chatterjee - "Far-right Vigilantism and Hindu Supremacy in India "
Jinee Lokaneeta - "Justice for Torture and the Question of Temporality"
Aiman Khan - "The Law as a Means to Belong: Assertions from Indian Muslim Civil
Society Networks”

® Shatakshi Singh - " Law, Legitimacy, and Dispossession: Navigating Legal Mobilization
in New Delhi"

Panel 63 (H04): Gender and Sexual Diversity in South Asia: Cultural
Connections in Contemporary Practice, Activism, and Attitudes
Convenors: Marion Wettstein, Alaka Chudal

® Ayushi Parashar - "Queering Dharma: A Critical Study of Homosexuality in Hindu
Thought through Devdutt Pattanaik’s Works"

® Gautami Shah - "Bringing Hindi into the 21st Century: Proposal of a non-binary
conjugation of Hindi verbs"

® Lesley Branagan - "Between Myth and Modernity: The Aravan Festival as a Space for
Transgender Expression in South India"

e Kafeel Sarwar, Shireen Khan - "Does Child Birth Order Matter? Son Preference and Child
Health in Pakistan”

Panel 76 (HO5): Discourses, Narratives, Stories and Contestations from the
Margins
Convenors: Peter B. Andersen, Sanjukta Das Gupta, Amit Prakash
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Utsarjana Mutsuddi, Geetha Bakilapadavu - "Resisting colonial master-narratives of the
‘hereditary criminal’: Self-representation by the Chhara Community in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat”

Somasree Sarkar, Maity Agnibha - "Aligning the Margins: Indigenous Commons and
Planetary (in)Justice in Siddhartha Sarma’s Year of the Weeds "

Sara Frumento - "Contesting Hegemony from the Margins: Sri Lankan and Maldivian
Agency in the Face of Sino-Indian Hegemonic Competition in the Indian Ocean"

Rakhee Kalita Moral, Manngai H Phom - ““How a Village Remembers”: Lore, Visual
Memory and Popular Imagination in Nagaland’s Struggle with the Idea of India.

Panel 8 (H06): Contextualizing 'Divination': Perspectives from South Asia
Convenors: Jha Trisha, Megha Yadav

Anjana Aby - "Between Faith and Power: The Construction of Saint Alphonsa in
Bharananganam”

Sindhri Saba - "Fortune-telling Beggars: The Case Study of Samis’ Divination Practices of
dharo (dice) in Pakistan"

Khan Muhammad Ibrahim - “’Faces in Smoke’ The Indigenous Divination Practices: An
Immersive Field Study of Shamans of Northern Pakistan”

Panel 79 (HO7): Politics of Feminist and Queer Knowledge Production in
South Asia: Interrogating Intersectionality and Coloniality
Convenors: Govinda Radhika, Ganesh Sambhavi

Nida Kirmani - “The Baloch Yakjehti Committee: Centering Women in the Nationalist
Frame”

Sambhavi Ganesh - "The Making of ‘Brahmin Womanhood’: An Intersectional and
Reflexive Study"

Themal Ellawala - "Sex, labor, and the state of exception: On the gendered division of
labor in Sri Lanka"

Panel 18 (H08): Violent Encounters: Understanding Violence as a "Form" of
Social Experience in South Asia
Convenor: Valentina Barnabei

Soma Mukherjee - "Depiction of Violence and Studying Literature: A Comparative
Literary Perspective."

Prashant Kumar - "From Bhagat to Guru: Epistemic Violence and the Ravidassia
Challenge to Sikh Orthodoxy "

Rebecca Waxman - "The Social Life of Sexualized Violence: Rape and its Discourses in
India’s Recent History"
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Panel 38 (H09): Anti-caste Experiments in Indian Cinema: Figures,
Aesthetics, and Technology
Convenors: Manju Edachira, Leonard Dickens

® Prabodhan Aravind Pol - "Reel Histories and Nationalism: Historical Narratives and
Caste Politics in Marathi Cinema"

® Manju Priya K - "Embedded Economies: Caste and Capital in Tamil Film Production”
Ram Krishna Ranjan - "Towards sensory responses to caste’s sensory regimes"

Panel 43 (H10): Layered Dynamics, Enmeshed Connections: Courtly Spaces
in Islamicate South Asia, c. 1000-1800
Convenors: Anna Kollatz, Shounak Ghosh, Emma Kalb

Blain Auer - "Poetry, Propaganda, and Public Diplomacy at the Ghaznavid Court"
Shounak Ghosh - "Diplomatic Sociability in Persianate Contexts: Conceptualizing Early
Modern Courts as Performative Spaces"

® Anna Kollatz - "The Unexpected Twist, or: Why does Jahangir break Rules?"

Panel 78 (H13): Identity, Memory and Belonging in the Partition of India
Convenor: Mir Ahammad Ali

Priya Kumar - "Enduring Places: Lost Homes in Partition Literary Narratives"
Mir Ahammad Ali - "Material Objects as Portable Homelands: Locating an ‘Affective
Archive’ in Select Bengali Partition Stories"

e Anshu Malhotra — "Complicating Partition Narratives through Bengali
Women's Memoirs"

e Minee Pratiksha — "In the Shadow of Space and Time: The trajectory of Dalit
refugees”
Panel 62 (H14): Deepening Movement Solidarities Beyond Their Moment of
Emergence in South Asia
Convenor: Heba Al-Adawy

® Heba Al Adawy - "Circumventing Ideological Distrust and the Anti-Political Condition in
Militarized Pakistan"

® Pratishtha Maurya, Prashant Kumar - “Fraternity and Resistance: Anti-Caste Solidarities
in Ambedkar and Mangoo Ram’s Political Thought”

® Shabeeh Rahat - "Asserting Political Subjectivities, Negotiating Citizenship: Indian
Muslim Women in Contemporary Times"

e Madhumita Biswal - "Affective Politics, Alliance Formations in Environmental Activism:
A view from Odisha, India"
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Panel 68 (H15): Embedded Ownership: Tracing Indic Property Notions
Across History
Convenor: Simon Cubelic

Charles Li - "Women, Grammar, & the Law"

Sohini Sengupta - "Tree Clearers and Tax Pioneers: ‘Kut’ and ‘Jama’ Land in East Central
Indian Villages."

Maya Ratnam - "Fluid Lands: Possession and property in the forest fringes of central
India"

Panel 104 (UGX60): Political Trials and the making of 'India’
Convenor: Aparna Vaidik

Kidambi Prashant - “Law as Biography: the many trials of Bal Gangadhar Tilak”
Shalini Sharma - "Caste on Trial and the making of 'India’ abroad."

William Pinch - "Imperial Gita: The Never-Ending Trials of Warren Hastings"

Aparna Vaidik - Forensics, Experts and Conspiracy Trials: The Mendacious Native and
the Rule of Law”

Panel 51 (UGX61): Intergenerational Innovation in South Asian Lifeworlds
Convenor: Jennifer Ortegren

Janaki Abraham - "Parent-child negotiations in the shadow of compulsory marriage"
Eva Fiks - "Gender, innovation, and the polycrisis: intergenerational differences in rural
Rajasthan”

Misako Kanno - "Intergenerational Bonding and Distancing among Indian Women:
Changes in Mother-Daughter Relationships and Elderly Care”

Jenn Ortegren - "The Everyday as Innovative: Reconsidering Relationships Between
Muslim and Hindu Women in India"

Panel 71 (Theatersaal): Early Modern and Modern Retellings: Texts, Theatre
and Performance
Convenors: Diana Dimitrova, Nadia Cattoni

Mugdha Yeolekar - "Reflections on Gender Discourse in Hindu Literature: A close-
reading of three narratives about women in the Gurucaritra"

Nandi Bhatia - "Dramatizing Partition Stories "

Claudine Le Blanc - "Modernising tradition through the stage, modernising the stage
through folk tales: Karnad’s Nagamandala and Agni mattu male"

Panel 33 (Triplex 1016): Beyond the Island: The Categorization of Ethnicity
in Colonial Lanka in the Indian Ocean Context
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Convenors: Shamara Wettimuny, Torsten Tschacher

® Wellage Chandima Silva - "Land, Migration, and Myth: Socio-Ecological Networks and
the Making of Sinhala Ethnicity in the Indian Ocean Longue Durée"
Shamara Wettimuny - "Ethnicity and Early Political Representation in Colonial Ceylon"
Bhadrajee Hewage - "Constructing the Modern Sinhalese Identity: Colonialism and the
Consolidation of Sinhalaness in Sri Lanka"

Panel 60 (Triplex 1017): New Perspectives in the Study of Isma'ilism in
South Asia: Institutions, Economies, and Ethics
Convenors: Gupta Vineet, Timothy Cooper

Timothy Cooper - "Imamat in Stone: Theologies of the Present in Northern Pakistan”
Michel Boivin - "Karim Aga Khan and the Ismaili Shia imamate: Involving academic
research to redefine the authority of the living imam”

e Thibault Fontanari - "The Diversity of Figures of Authority: Religious Imaginaries and
Social Change in a valley of the Karakoram Mountains, Pakistan"

e Wafi Momin - “Constructing Ismaili Subjectivities: Religious Formation and Institutions
among the Nizari Ismailis of South Asia and Beyond”

October 4th, 08:30-10:30

Panel 57 (HO1): South Asian and African Actors in Divided Berlin:
Trajectories, Networks and (Dis-) Entanglements

Convenor: Anandita Bajpai

e Anandita Bajpai - "Love and Surveillance across the Berlin Wall: A case of two divided
biographies in West and East Berlin"

® Maria Ketzmerick-calandrino - "Postcolonial Relations and Postsocialist Realities: The
East-German Stasi, African Border Mobility, and Security Threats in the Divided Cold
War City of Berlin"

® Nico Putz - "East-Berlin’s Weltfestspiele through the lens of the Communist Party of
India’s youth organizations."

e Tamalika Roy - "Remembering a Divided City: Crafting Networks of Solidarity and
Friendship in the Cold War™"

Panel 3 (H02): Moral Politics in South Asian Publics
Convenors: Max Kramer, Sarbani Sharma

Abir Bazaz - "Self, sovereignty and politics in modern Kashmiri poetry"
Max Kramer - "The Ethics of Evidence: Indian Muslims, Truth and Online Politics"
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Jean Thomas Martelli - "Student Activism and the Moral Politics of Declassing/Un-
bodying in Contemporary India"

Panel 23 (H03): Unfamiliar: Family, Law, and Democracy in South Asia
Convenors: Razak Khan, Jana Tschurenev

Asiya Alam - "Imagining Family: Childhood in Urdu Children's Magazines in South Asia"
Justin Jones - "Laws within limits: child marriage, religion and the state in Pakistan"

[la Nagar - "Hindu Succession Act, secular politics, and framing the female subject "
Raisur Rahman - "Law, Islamic Law, and the Tyabji Clan: Muslim Family and Legal
Culture in Colonial Bombay"

Panel 38 (H04): Anti-caste Experiments in Indian Cinema: Figures,
Aesthetics, and Technology
Convenors: Manju Edachira, Leonard Dickens

Neeraj Bunkar - "Constructing Ambedkarite Gaze and Ambedkarite Spectatorship
through Select Anti-caste Films"

Manju Edachira - "From Representation to Critical Presence: Artists and Anti-Caste
Expressions in South India"

Dickens Leonard - "Can Humiliation be an Aesthetic Experience? Anti-caste History and
Tamil Cinema"

Panel 82 (H06): Conserving South Asian National Parks: Multi-Species
Conflicts, Collaborations and Entanglements
Convenors: Mitra Snehashish, Philipp Johannes Zehmisch

Siddhi Bhandari - "Dangerous and Domestic: Human-animal encounters in the buffer
zone"

Darley Jose Kjosavik — "Fuzzy borders: Conflicts and solidarities in the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary, South India"

Ezra Rashkow - "Kanha, Baiga Chak & Elwin: Attempts to Save Endangered Tribal
Cultures in a "sort of National Park" in Central India"

Nolwen Vouiller - "Boundary transgressions and behavioural inversions: the case of
Bardiya National Park (south-west Nepal)"

Panel 69 (H07): Gender & Sexuality in Postmillennial South Asian Comics
and Graphic Narratives
Convenor: Priyanka Tripathi, Partha Bhattacharjee

Barnana Baidya - "Breaking the Shackles of Invisible Violence in Postmillennial South
Asian Graphic Narratives"
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Rudrani Gangopadhyay - "Writing in The Common Woman: Gender in the
Postmillennial Indian Graphic Narratives"

Abdullah Parwaiz - "Navigating Gender and Sexuality in Sabba Khan’s 'The Roles We
Play' and Ayesha Tariq’s 'Sarah: The Suppressed Anger of the Pakistani Obedient
Daughter™

Anu Sugathan - "Exploring Identity and Hybridity in Ms. Marvel: No Normal"

Panel 29 (H08): Mapping Itineraries of Adaptations
Convenor: Chinmay Sharma

Sai Bhatawadekar - "A Midsummer Night's Bollywood Dream in Hawai‘i: Triumphs and
Tribulations"

Ada Lipman - "Adapting Imtiaz Ali Taj’s play "Anarkali" (1922/31) in post-
independence Hindi cinema: changes and challenges."

Chinmay Sharma - "Adaptation, Opposition"

Salma Siddique - "Adaptation as Provocation: the historical confrontations of
Padmaavat (2018)"

Panel 105 (H09): Indigeneity and Art: Tracing Indigenous Adivasi
Empowerment and Resistance in India
Convenors: Sinjini Chatterjee, Samarth Singhal

Prodosh Bhattacharya - "‘Lathi’ or stick as a vibrant discourse: Re-configuring
indigeneity through ‘lathi-khela’ or stick-play in nineteenth century colonial Bengal."
Sinjini Chatterjee — "A Refusal to be Historicized: An Ethnographic Encounter with
Shabda-Nrityaartists at Kumbhari"

Arpit Gaind - "Naachi Se Baachi (One Who Dances Will Survive): Historical and
Contemporary Visions of Adivasi Media Production in Jharkhand, India."

Samarth Singhal - "Redefining Adivasi Visual Availability: Bhajju Shyam’s The London
Jungle Book"

Panel 122 (H10): Religious minorities, caste, and preferential quotas in
South Asia
Convenors: Julien Levesque, Alam Bha Mohsin

Julien Levesque - "Indian Muslims and preferential quotas: The saffronization of the
social justice paradigm"

Sadia Mahmood - "Religious minorities, caste, and preferential quotas in South Asia"
Christine Schenk - "Muslim Personal Law as contested provision for minority rights of
Muslims in Sri Lanka"
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Megan Adamson Sijapati - "Religious Belonging, Representation, and Resistance:
Muslim Responses to the Double Bind of Minoritization and Misinformation in Nepal
and the Himalaya"

Panel 25 (H14): Regional continuities and Composite Connections: the
sultanate complex of western India
Convenor: Sohoni Pushkar

Fatima Quraishi - "Ideas in Motion: Sindh and its Neighbours"

Saarthak Singh - "Stone cenotaphs from the sultanates of western India: Seriality,
creativity and community in commemorative micro-architecture”

Pushkar Sohoni - "Khandesh: a sultanate in balance between Gujarat and Malwa"

Panel 41 (H15): Everyday Lawfare: The Politics of Legal Case Making by
Ordinary Citizens
Convenors: Mascha Schulz, Anantveer Sinha

Mascha Schulz - ""We recommend our clients to file fake cases’ — On the Logic of
Feminist Struggles and Legal Battles in Bangladesh"

Shatakshi Singh - "Law, Legitimacy, and Dispossession: Navigating Legal Mobilization in
New Delhi"

Anantveer Sinha - "The Social Life of Fake Cases: Law, Power, and Everyday Struggles in
Muzaffarpur”

Panel 54 (UGX60): Scripting and Unscripting Vernaculars in South Asia
Convenors: Ananthan Savita, Anannya Bohidar

Savita Ananthan - "Multilingual Scripts and the Vernacular Question: A case of Islamic
Women's Advice Literature in Colonial Madras (1870 - 1920)"

Anannya Bohidar - "Marketing Multilingualism: Vernacular Aesthetics and Consumer
Culture in Early Twentieth-Century Tamil Print Advertisements”

Rebecca Darley - "For whose eyes? Coinage, communication and multi-scripturalism in
Early Historic/Early Medieval South India"

Priyamvada Nambrath - "Localizing Mathematical Pedagogy in Medieval Kerala"

Panel 110 (UGX61): Narratives of Travel and Mobility in Twentieth and
Twenty First Century South Asia
Convenors: Anju Biju, Kritika Chettri

Anju Biju - "The Work of Translation and Cultural Diplomacy between Cold War India
and the Soviet Union: Reading Madan Lal "Madhu""
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® Arshdeep Singh Brar - ""I Too Am Crucial To This Regiment" : Abdul Majid Khan's
Poetics of War in the Boxer Rebellion "

® Ziyana Pallikkara Veettil - "Mobility, Language, and Secular Womanhood:
Reconstructing Identity in the Writings of Thankamma Malik"

Panel 49 (Neue Aula): Changing faces of South Asian migration in
continental Europe: new niches, new figures, new paths
Convenors: Tristan Bruslé, Aurélie Varrel

® Marie Percot — "Mastering French Gastronomy in order to Open a Fast Food Restaurant:
Journeys and Strategies of Unaccompanied Bangladeshi Minor Migrants in France"

® Mapril José — "Between digital platforms and agriculture: Changing labour strategies of
Bangladeshis in neoliberal Portugal"

® Gallo Ester — "South Asian International Mobilities between Skilled and Forced
Migration:Insights from Higher Education”

® Labdouni Elia — "“Indian” Beauty Parlor in Ile-de-France: Exploring a Growing Niche for
South Asian Women Migrants"
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